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Botswana, Namibia, RSA Ministers Interviewed 
on SADC 


MB3008 150393 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
Afrikaans 1815 GMT 29 Aug 93 


[Interview with South African Foreign Minister Pik 
Botha, Botswana Foreign Minister Dr. Gaositwe Chiepe, 
and Namibian Deputy Foreign Minister Netumbo 
Nandi-Ndaitwah, by South African Broadcasting Corpo- 
ration announcer Freek Robinson in Kasane, Botswana, 
on the “Agenda” program; date not given—interview 
conducted in English; recorded—italicized passages in 
Afrikaans] 


[Text] [Announcer Callie Long] Good evening, and wel- 
come to this special broadcast of Sunday ‘‘Agenda’’ from 
Kasane in the north of Botswana. In this program we have 
three leading political figures from southern Africa to talk 


about the greater possibilities of this region on the eve of 


South Africa's political settlement and possible entry into 
the Southern African Development Community [SADC]. 


Kasane, the place we are visiting at present, is unique in 
many ways. This is where the Chobe River, which joins the 
mighty Zambezi just a few kilometers away, forms the 
meeting place of four countries: Botswana, Namibia, 
Zambia, and Zimbabwe—four of the 10 countries which 
form part of the Southern African Development Commu- 
nity. 


This organization, formerly known as SADCC [Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference], was 
established 1,. 1980 to join forces against South Africa. 
Today the picture has totally changed, especially in light 
of the fact that South Africa is now on the way to 
democracy. 


As far as Botswana is concerned, the country is one of the 
few established democracies in Africa, a country familiar 
with peace and stability. This country is a natural para- 
dise, internationally acclaimed as one of the biggest 
wildlife and tourism meccas in the world. Botswana 1s 
also economically strong with strong economic growth, so 
much so that this country’s monetary unit, the pula— 
which means rain, incidentally—is approximately a third 
stronger than the South African rand. It is also fitting that 
Botswana is currently the chairman of the Southern 
African Development Community. For this reason, 
“Agenda” invited the country’s foreign minister, Dr. 
Gaositwe Chiepe, to participate in this Sunday program. 


The latest addition to the organization is Namibia and 
they are represented tonight by their deputy foreign min- 
ister, Mrs. Netumbo Ndaitwah. The Southern African 
Development Community will review South Africa's entry 
into the body within the next week, and to put South 
Africa’s case forward we have Minister Pik Botha. Freek 
Robinson will talk to the ministers: 


[Robinson] Well, Callie Long has already presented our 
guests. Dr. Chiepe we are very grateful to be here in your 
beautiful country. Thank you for your hospitality. South 
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Africa has been isolated for many years from her neigh- 
bors, but now we are sitting here together today. What 
are the possibilities of South Africa becoming part of the 
SADC in the near future? 


[Chiepe] Thank you very much. You are welcome. The 
possibilities are there. We look forward as SADC 
member states to the new, democratic, nonracial South 
Africa joining us, and she'll be received with open arms. 


[Robinson] What, specifically, are the conditions, and 
when do you foresee South Africa becoming part of this 
economic structure in southern Africa? 


[Chiepe] Well, you have started the process, and hope- 
fully when you have your elections next year and you 
progress from then on with all sorts of changes that are 
envisaged, then you can apply for membership of SADC. 


[Robinson] So after the election—that’s the appropriate 
time? 


[Chiepe] I think it will depend on you as South Afri- 
cans—all the key players in the process—in the process 
of changing South Africa. 


[Robinson] Any specific conditions that you would like 
to give us today, or 1s it just simply progress towards 
democracy? 


[Chiepe] Progress towards democracy. 


[Robinson] Well, we have today also the deputy foreign 
minister of Namibia, and also a neighbor of South 
Africa, Mrs. Ndaitwah. You are the latest member of the 
SADC. In a tangible way have you experienced any 
benefits from that, politically and economically? 


{Ndaitwah] Yes, Namibia, since independence, has ben- 
efited a lot through its membership to SADC. Politically 
we have benefited in the sense that independent 
Namibia was able to learn from other SADC member 
countries on how to tackle socio and economic problems, 
and economically we have benefited because when 
Namibia got independence, we had found in place infra- 
structure, or structures for SADC 1n which Namibia was 
able to be feted. For example, Namibia was given a 
responsibility within the SADC to coordinate the marine 
fishing for the benefit of the whole region and also, 
through SADC, we are able to embark upon different 
projects. Among them is the Trans-Caprivi, the Trans- 
Kalahari. These are of direct benefit to the economy of 
Namibia. So already we see that there 1s a great benefit in 
one joining SADC ard to work together as a region in 
order to develop our region and to improve on the living 
standard of our people. 


[Robinson] Thank you very much. Just a broad state- 
ment from you Mr. Botha. Do you look forward to the 
day when South Africa can become fully part of this 
subcontinent in a political sense alsc? 


[Botha] Oh yes, most certainly, because already from a 
practical point of view, if you take into account what 
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quantities of exports and imports our ports handle for 
the rest of southern Africa, then the longer we delay a 
closer union, particularly in the economic field, the more 
we are delaying also economic growth, because there are 
retarding factors built into the separate nationhood 
concept all over the world and regional formation 1s now 
the new phrase and the new idea all over the world. So 
we are looking forward to It. 


There is one point I would like to mention, and that is 
that | think our neighbors sometimes are a bit concerned 
that our relatively strong economic power may either 
overwhelm them or will be applied to their detriment. | 
can only give them the assurance that that 1s not our 
intention and will not be the intention of a future 
government in South Africa simply because it 1s in our 
interest that we should have flourishing, growing neigh- 
bors so that we do not have so many foreign citizens in 
our country. We might have up to two million workers or 
people in our country from neighboring states taking the 
jobs of our own people, so it is directly in our interest 
that economic growth and economic development 
should take place at the fastest possible rate in our 
neighboring states. 


[Robinson] Dr. Chiepe, is tt a fear in SADC that South 
Africa, once it is a member, will dominate the region and 
also that body? 


[Chiepe] We are aware that it could happen, but we hope 
it will not happen. We feel we should all be equal 
partners and each contributing to the development of the 
whole region according to its needs, and getting out of it 
its fair share. We hope that there will be no intention of 
trying ... [pauses] of any one country trying to impose its 
will on others. There should be a mutuality of benefit for 
the... for all the member states. 


[Robinson] But 1n a practical sense, how will you ensure 
that? 


[Chiepe] Well, you know, take the EEC—you have 
mighty big Germany and smaller countries like Luxem- 
bourg, and if they can successfully form a communits 
why shouldn't we in southern Africa. In any case South 
Africa has quite a backlog of development to look into 
when change does come. There 1s a lot of work to be 
done. A lot of money will have to be spent inside South 
Africa by South Africa, but what we should all try to do 
is to ensure that we all do our best for the benefit of all. 


[Robinson] If we refer to the situation in South Africa, 
could I ask you Mrs. Ndaitwah—Namiubia, or South- 
West Africa, as it was called at the time, was a part of 
South Africa for a long time. Now that you are indepen- 
dent and you are looking towards South Africa today, 
what is your assessment of the position in our country? 


{[Ndaitwah] You mean the political position? 


[Robinson]! Yes. Let’s be more specific. In Angola today 
there is a civil war, but in South Africa itself we are 
experiencing violence. In what sense do you think that 
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can be an impediment in our process towards democracy 
and becoming part of SADC? 


[Ndaitwah] It’s an impediment in the sense that if there 
i$ NO peace then it's very difficult for any progress to be 
made, so that’s why we in Namibia, we strongly feel that 
it's very important for violence to be brought to end in 
South Africa so that all efforts can be concentrated now 
in the progress that we are seeing—is demonstrated by 
the ongoing negotiations by the negotiation council. So 
really peace 1s part and parcel of the whole development, 
so that’s why it has to come so that all of us or all of you 
in South Africa can really seriously look into a process 
that will lead to a democratic South Africa. Thereby, you 
as people in the region, you can together with other 
countries in the region, you can play your role in 
developing this region of ours. 


[Robinson] Let's talk about the opportunities that are in 
the country. We are sitting here next to the Chobe River 
a lovely source of water, while we in South Africa are 
experiencing drought. Let's talk about the possibilities of 
working together in that view. Dr. Chiepe, are there 
plans on the table? 


[Chiepe] Not to my knowledge. There are no plans on the 
table, but this doesn’t mean it cannot be done. The most 
important thing 1s consultation. No one state should do, 
for its own sake, something that could be detrimental to 
the development of other states. If itis water resource we 
must all discuss 1t. You know how countries which share 
rivers have to discuss damming and all that so that the 
people at the upper portion of the river do not 
[pauses] They ensure that the people downstream will 
not suffer because those upstream have taken all the 
water. We must consult and consult frankly 


[Robinson] Mr. Botha, economically speaking, what 
would be the greatest benefit for South Africa? 


[Botha] I believe pooling of resources and then negotiating 
firm prices for our raw materials, for the region as a 
whole—beneficiation of our raw materials so that we get 
higher prices for added value to our products and this can 
create in turn jobs for our people—these two elements, 
pooling of resources, beneficiation. Dr. Chiepe mentioned 
water—I can foresee that the water of the Zambezi may 
one day be taken through Botswana to the north-western 
arid regions of the subcontinent. Nothing is impossible on 
one condition—we must now get peace. The wars must 
stop and the political ideologies must siop. There 1s too 
much lust for power here in southern Affica and too little 
concentration on economic growth, because without eco 
nomic growth, without doing these important things tn the 
region, the world will lose interest in South Africa, in 
southern Africa, and they are more vulnerabl. than we are 
Conflict in South Africa directly affects them. We are now 
applying the most severe form of sanctions to South Africa 
and similarly to southern Africa because investors will not 
invest in our surrounding countries if we carry on like this 
in South Africa. 
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[Robinson] Talking about violence—the situation in 
Angola. Dr. Chiepe is there any specific role that SADC 
is playing at the moment to try to bring that situation 
under control? 


[Chiepe] SADC is doing what it can, particularly through 
its arm called the Frontline States. We have meetings. 
The chairman of the Frontline States, President Mugabe, 
has been asked to mediate, if you like, to see what SADC 
can do, what the OAU can do to assist. We would like all 
those countries, if any, that are assisting to tear Angola 
asunder, to desist from that and encourage Savimbi and 
the government to go back to the negotiating table and 
end this carnage which 1s not for the good of Angola. It is 
not for the good of the region. 


[Robinson] While we are all hoping for peace there, can 
I come to some specific problem concerning Botswana 
and Namibia and South Airica, and that is the customs 
union. We are all in that union and you are also 
benefiting from that in a sense. I understand some 14 
percent of your income at the moment is coming from 
the customs union. What is going to happen as far as that 
particular union is concerned when South Africa joins 
SADC? 


[Chiepe] Well, again everything must be done by consul- 
tation. The purpose of the customs union is to serve al! 
the member states equally—equal partnership with con- 
sultation, to propose any amendment to the current 
agreement and discuss them. When South Africa 
becomes a member of SADC, and it 1s felt ‘ 1at the whole 
SADC region should form a customs union, I cannot see 
anything wrong with that but it would have to be worked 
out just what part each and every country plays and 
again like the current situation the aim is mutuality of 
benefit—interdependence which 1s inherent in the cus- 
toms union agreement. 


[Robinson] Mr. Botha, this might be presumptuous since 
South Africa is not part of SADC yet, but do you foresee 
other count: ies in southern Africa also becoming part of 
this cooperation in the region? 


[Botha] Yes, I personally would wish Madagascar to be 
included. It’s a huge area lying close to us, and I think 
Madagascar would be totally isolated unless it also can 
be included in some formation, and the natural forma- 
tion would be southern Africa. 


[Robinson] And other countries such as the Seychelles 
Comoros, Reunion? 


[Botha] Naturall., yes, they are very small countries with 
a very small economic base. They will need to be part of 
the communication systems. If you think of marine life, 
marine research, fishing, rescue operation, the sea 
route—all of this will require the countries of southern 
Africa, sooner or later, to form some regime, some 
multilateral treaty in which we participate multilaterally 
and you cannot exclude these smaller countries near us 
or next to us. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS } 


[Robinson] Mrs. Ndaitwah, 1f we can for a moment talk 
about a little bit more emotional matter, and that 1s to 
talk about the white people in South Africa. To what 
extent do you accept them as full African brothers? 


{[Ndaitwah] Definitely, when for example in Namibia, 
when we were fighting for independence of Namibia, we 
have made it very clear that we are not figh ting against 
the color. We were fighting against the system, that 1s the 
system of apartheid. We were fighting against colo- 
nialism, and we never fought against the color and we 
have taken Namibians—whites as Namibians, as Afri- 
cans, and that’s why we never discriminated against 
them. They were welcome to join the liberation struggle 
and those who accepted the reality—they did. We had 
members from the European ... or from whites and even 
after independence they remained working within the 
government structures and they are just treated like any 
other Namibians. 


We really regard them as Africans but also it’s a fact that 
there are some whites who consider themselves, maybe, 
to be special Africans and we know that such an attitude 
has to take time. Nobody really in Namibia can expect a 
miracle, that in three years of independence we have 
cleared everybody's mind, so such attitudes cannot be 
ruled out, but surely as a matter of principle and as a fact 
that’s accepted by the government and the majority of 
our people, whites are Africans 


! remember, even the foreign minister here meeting with 
our foreign minister, they always emphasized the point 
that we are Africans. We are Africans and we must bring 
peace in our region in order to ensure that we will be able 
to help our poor people, especially now when there 1s 
world recession that there 1s a struggle on how much one 
gets from the world cake. We cannot afford to do it 
individually but we have to do it as a team in the region 
and we must do itt in the spirit of Africa, that we are 
Africans 


So, therefore, we have made it clear and it’s a matter of 
principle. It's a reality but it’s yust unfortunate—to a few 
of our citizens in the region who has their loyalty to 
Europe. It’s very unfortunate, but we hope as time goes 
on all of us will understand and see ourselves as Africans 
and develop our region as Africans 


[Robinson] Well, I hope that we will come back to the 
question of Walvis Bay later, and I think what you have 
said now might be very interesting for the people there 
But before we do so, one last question before our break, 
to Dr. Chiepe here. Across the border from you, in South 
Africa, there are your Tswana brothers. What 1s your 
view about the future for them because at the moment 
they are also, as part of the Cosag [Concerned South 
Africans Group] group in South Africa, not particularly 
happy about the direction that you have spelt out right at 
the start of this program, for the incorporation of South 
Africa into SADC”? 


[Chiepe] It’s really up to them. No man ts an island and 
that also means no country can live in 1solation. If they 
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do not want to join hands with their neighbors in South 
Africa, as part of South Africa, it is their decision. We 
hope, sooner rather than later, they will join all the other 
key players in the negotiations process. 


[Robinson] But they must join within South Africa? No 
notion of them becoming part of Botswana? Is it accept- 
able to you? 


[Chiepe] We have no intention of being party to dismem 
berment of South Africa. We are quite happy to be 
neighbors but we will not dismember South Africa. 


[Robinson] Now we come to the sensitive issue of Walvis 
Bay. Minister Botha, people in South Africa and also 1n 
Walvis Bay say that you have given them your word that 
South Africa will always look after them but they think 
now that you have actually thrown them to the wolves. 


[Botha] Yes, that’s a rather wild statement. 


[Robinson] You will remember it was even said by 
people on a program last week. 


[Botha] Look, we... [pauses] I went to Walvis Bay myself 
last year, before we established a joint administration for 
that particular enclave. I addressed the key representa- 
tives in Walvis Bay, I replied to their questions, | 
indicated to them that the joint administration was going 
to come into being. They asked me what would happen 
in future. I said look, I can’t tell you. This 1s a matter 
which the new government in South Africa will have to 
decide as it is an important territorial adjustment that 
will have to be made, but I indicated to them that not 
only a new government but that the South African 
Government, as one of the parties to the negotiating 
process, would not wish to take this decision alone and at 
the negotiating process forum in Kempton Park it was 
made clear to all the parties participating, and I was 
informed that not a single party objected. 


[Robinson] Apart from those who did not take part in 
the negotiations? 


[Botha] No, no I was assured also that—I can’t speak for 
the Conservative Party, I think their position would be 
different—but I was told that quite apart from the 
Conservative Party all the other parties were in agree- 
ment and this is it and the point is just that the moment 
we established a joint administration, what does that 
mean. Certainly no one in Walvis Bay can tell me today, 
with respect, that they did not foresee that Walvis Bay 
would go to Namibia, for the simple reason it is in their 
interest. Namibia can suffocate Walvis bay in a question 
of months and kill all the business, so why embark on 
such a route. Namibia has been very stable, well- 
governed. It has far more peace than South Africa, that I 
can assure you, and that government has done well and 
I know of no South Africans complaining. Mr. Dirk 
Mudge the other day delivered a speech in the northern 
Transvaal warning South Africans not to make the same 
mistake they made in Namibia. So it is simply not true to 
say that, in general, there was no expectation that Walvis 
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Bay would go to the southern area of Namibia. It was 
made cleVr. I answered questions in Parliament to this 
effect. It was not covered up or anything. It might have 
come as a surprise that it happened so quickly, but I 
believe this government is almost in a better position to 
negotiate the vested interests and the transfer in an 
ordinary manner, of Walvis bay, into Namibia. 


[Robinson] Mrs. Ndaitwah, Mr. Botha referred to busi- 
ness interests of the people there. They are worried about 
that and also about their citizenship rights. What is going 
to happen? 


{Ndaitwah] | don’t know what their worry is based on. 
Namibia just got independence less than four years ago 
and it’s a matter of life that at independe..ice there were 
so many South African citizens in Namibia and the 
business community in Namibia, they are South Afr- 
cans, and those people, as the Foreign minister of South 
Africa said recently, did not complain that their property 
is being threatened or 1s in any danger in any way. 


[Robinson] So can you in fact give a guarantee then that 
property rights will be maintained? 


{[Ndaitwah] The guarantee is entrenched in the 
Namibian constitution and that 1s the same guarantee 
that is today protecting the South African business 
community in Namibia and Walvis Bay will become part 
of Namibia and the same constitution that 1s today 
operational in the rest of Namibia will be the same 
constitution operational in Walvis Bay. So this 1s why I 
say we can’t see what their fear is based on. 


{Robinson} And if they want to remain citizens of South 
Africa while still living there? 


[Ndaitwah] Again the question of citizens. We have 
South African citizens in Namibia, but it’s true the 
Namibian constitution does not allow dual citizenship. 
But those South Africans today living in Namibia, there 
are laws which are regulating their stay. It’s either you 
will get a work permit, either you will get permanent 
residence and that 1s what 1s today covering South 
Africans who are in Namibia. Now if one thinks you 
don’t want to become a Namibian, you don’t want to 
take up permanent residence or to take up a working 
permit, now how 1s it handled in any other country, 
because every country has a law and our law 1s not to 
allow dual citizenship, but that does nct mean we don't 
have laws that protect foreigners in Namibia. So one of 
those laws 1s either to get a work permit or to get a 
residence permit, and that 1s how South African citizens 
in Namibia today are living there. It’s based on that. So 
that’s why I say I really can’t see their worry, because 
others are there and they don’t complain. Their business 
is not threatened, so the same will apply to any South 
African in any part of Namibia, because we are guided 
by the Namibian constitution that is ruling the whole 
country. 


[Robinson] I see Mr. Botha wants to come in there. 
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[Botha] Yes. Of course, there 1s a difference between the 
independence of Namibia and the transfer of Walvis 
Bay. Namibia never belonged to South Africa. Never. In 
the fifties the then prime minister, General Hertzog, 
acknowledged to the old League of Nations that South 
Africa had no sovereignty over Namibia. But Walvis Bay 
has been part of South Africa for over 100 years, 
although the Namibian Government does not recognize 
it. That was a point of dispute between us, but we have 
decided not to be derailed by this point of dispite, in the 
interests of both. The fact is that those interests will have 
to be negotiated. The principle has been decided, and | 
have no reason to believe that my friends in Namibia 
will not be amenable to negotiations and agreements 
being reached to make it clear to the Walvis Bay people 
that their interests will not be harmed, their education 
and schools will not be disrupted, the water provision, 
telecommunications, transport, the functioning of the 
courts—we want to avoid this, and I’m sure Namibia 
wants to avoid it; it’s in no one’s interests to cause 
problems in Walvis Bay. Namibia shares with me the 
view that we will negotiate a smooth transfer with which 
the people in Walvis Bay will be happy. 


[Robinson] Thank you, Mr. Botha. To wrap it all up can 
I ask you, Dr. Chiepe, what 1s your vision for southern 
Africa? 


[Chiepe] My vision for southern Africa is a vision of 


peace, and we can achieve peace. With peace there wi!! 
be development. There can be no development without 
peace. Peace in South Africa—stop killing each other. 
Peace in Angola. Peace in Mozambique, that’s almost 
assured. Peace in the region, and together we will be the 
strongest grouping on the continent, economic and polit- 
ical grouping. 


[Robinson] Mrs. Ndaitwah, your vision? 


[Ndaitwah] My vision, of course, could not be different. 
Peace, as | mentioned at the beginning, 1s very important 
for development, because there 1s no way you can 
develop if you are not concentrating on development. 
And the absence of peace prevents anybody to concen- 
trate on that. So my vision 1s that once peace 1s attained 
in the region, definitely we have to pool all our resources, 
as a region, pool our resources to ensure that we change 
for the better the living standards of our people. And this 
cannot be done in isolation. Our president, the president 
of Namibia, is on record as having said if it means 
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Namibia will need to give up some of her sovereignty tor 
the best interests of the region, Namibia 1s ready to do 
that, because we have learned, maybe 1n the days of the 
struggle, that you cannot do anything by yourself, | mean 
alone. You need cooperation, strong cooperation, 
because our independence was made a reality, of course, 
by the efforts of the Namibian people themself, yes, but 
nore important, by the efforts the Frontline States, the 
OAU, and the whole international community have put 
In Supporting us. So that’s where we have learned the 
importance of cooperation, tolerance, and working 
together, together, with a common purpose, not together, 
maybe one trying to cheat the others, but together, with 
common purpose, and we find in this region that we 
have a common purpose, to develop and to make sure 
that our peopole have something to eat, and somethere 
to stay , and have some clothes to put on. 


{Robinson} Thank you, Mrs. Ndaitwah. Mr. Botha, the 
possibilities of even closer political union, a federation 
in southern Africa’ 


[Botha] It is my dream that there should come into being 
one day a united states of southern Africa. | tnink it 1s 
inevitable. The economic imperatives will bring it 
about—relatively free movement of labor, communica- 
tions, transport, pooling of resources, planning joint 
economic ventures, beneficiation—it 1s all there. We 
cannot escape it. But the most encouraging element, to 
me, 18 that I can talk today with all our neighboring 
states, and we are completely in cpreement on the 
economic policy to follow; we're in complete agreement 
on the need of raising education standards, of doing 
everything possible in the field of medical services to 
assist our people to have more healthy lives, combating 
diseases together. We're in complete agreement on agri- 
cultural policy, transport policy, civil aviation policy 
And itis such a pity, it 1s such a tragedy that today South 
Africa 1s in agreement with 10, 11 governments of the 
southern Africa region, but inside South Africa we are 
tearing each other to pieces. This 1s to me. as minister of 
foreign affairs, the greatest tragedy that now confronts 
me. 


[Robinson] Mr. Botha, thank you very much. Dr. Chi- 
epe, thank you again for vour hospitality in receiving us 
in your country. Thank you very much, Mrs. Ndaitwah. 
for coming all the way from Namibia to join us here in 
this important place where four nations meet, next to 
this river, the Chobe and the Zambezi. Thank you very 
much for your participation. 
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Cameroon 


Paper Claims Opposition Strike Coordinator 
Missing 


AB3108121093 Paris AFP in French 2020 GMT 
3U Aug 93 


[Text] Yaounde, 30 Aug (AFP)}—The editorial staff of 
the opposition weekly LA NOUVELLE EXPRESSION, 
published in Douala, disclosed on the evening of 30 
August that they do not know the whereabouts of Jean- 
Michel Nintcheu, coordinator of the two-day general 
strike called by Cameroonian opposition parties. The 
police reportedly are searching for Nintcheu. 


The editorial staff also disclosed that Nintcheu's wife 
had allegedly been arrested by police in her home in her 
husband's absence. It is not known where she is being 
held, and no official information has been released on 
the matter. 


The weekly also reported that other leaders of member 
parties of the Union for Change [Union pour le Change- 
ment], the radical opposition group that issued the strike 
call for 30 and 31 August, were not at home and could 
not be reached on 30 August. They are Victorin Hament 
Bieleu, chairman of the Union of Cameroon Democratic 
Forces, and Garga Haman Adji, chairman of the Alliance 
for Democracy and Development [Alliance pour la 
Democratie et le Developpement]. 


Central African Republic 


Head of State Releases Jailed Former President 
Bokassa 


ABO109103193 Paris AFP in English 1011 GMT 
I Sep 93 


[Text] Bangui, Sept | (AFP}—Central African Head of 
State General Andre Kilongha signed a decree Wednesday 
freeing former President Jean-Bedel Bokassa, an official 
source here said. 


Bokassa, who had proclaimed himself “emperor,” was 
sentenced to death on June 12, 1987. This sentence was 
later commuted to 20 years hard labor, then further 
commuted to 10 years last December. 


Congo 


President Lissouba Interviewed on Current 
Problems 


LD3108223293 Paris Radio France International in 
French 1230 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Interview with President Pascal Lissouba by Frederique 
Jeannot; place and date not given; from the “Afrique 
Midi” program—recorded] 
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{ Text] [Lissouba] Democracy 1s fa-ing well, if i can judge 
by the fact that our country refuses to surrender either to 
force or to blackmail. It remains truc to itself, otherwise 
I would have left already because they would have come 
to get hold of me to tell me to get out of here and call for 
a change. 


[Jeannot] One Congolese intellectual recently said that 
one cannot talk of a democracy, insofar as the only thing 
that motivates people to go into politics is money 


[Lissouba] Then again, things have been blown out of 
proportion. In politics, when we do not find that con- 
frontation of ideas, people who say, | don’t agree with 
what you are doing, but people who say, I want to 
destroy what you are—that ts where the danger lies. 
[sentence as heard] Interest mobilizes the world, every- 
where. As the saying goes, virtue stops where interest 
begins. Money 1s the enemy of democracy. I said this two 
or three years ago in a paper to the national conference, 
but I think it is a vital force that cannot be questioned 
just like that. One has to be interested, but in the right 
way, and | think that what disturbs us today 1s that 
violence, which on the contrary 1s dictated by something 
other than the confrontation of ideas 


(Jeannot] On 4 August, the two parties in conflict in 
Congo signed an agreement in Libreville. Is the situation 
back to normal? If it 1s, why is the curfew still in force? 


{Lissouba] The situation cannot come back to normal 
just like that, right away. Before the people, before the 
world, the two parties have said, sworn even, that they 
did not have weapons, but they pledged not to provoke 
clashes any more or to generate any type of violence. It 
would seem that these are gangsters, so we are going to 
hunt them down. 


[Jeannot] Today we have more accounts from different 
people who have been attacked, mugged, robbed in some 
parts of the town. Given also what happened over the 
previous weeks, would you say that the Congolese Army 
1s really loyal to the Republic” 


[Lissouba] You are challenging the Congolese Army 
there. It 1s not up to me to take it up directly, although I 
am the commander in chief of that army, but I must 
admit that the Congolese Army has serious problems 
We cannot expose them just like that openly and pub- 
licly. There have been a few changes at the head of that 
army. We hope to tackle them as soon as we can afford to 
do so, and when the situation, at least the financial 
situation—as you can see, Money again—of our country 
allows us to do so. We are going to get down to this task, 
it 18 important, it 1s urgent. 


[Jeannot] Recently, there was talk in Brazzaville about a 
conflict at the municipality about the funds of the 
employees’ mutual benefit society which were either 
frozen, or which disappeared. Some people were alleg- 
edly arrested, but we do not know whom or how many of 
them there were. Is there a change in attitude toward the 
people who embezzle funds? 
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{Lissouba] This will be the case, Ms. Jeannot. If it has not 
happened yet, it is—and I am surprised that you picked 
on the Army, the Army is a structure which today 1s 
trying to manage this situation, tryiug to hold it in check, 
this violence, and that you did not mention judges, when 
in fact as far as 1 am concerned those who are answerable 
for the law today (?are too few) anc they failed in treir 
duty. Now that hostilities are beginning... [pauses] 
because those who criticized, those who encouraged 
people to go on strike, are among those very individuals 
who are responsible for these misappropriations of 
funds. But the mutual benefit societies you mentioned 
are not the only ones. If we can carry out the collection, 
the burden will be very big and very heavy as you can 
se >. No Congolese civil servant who goes into retirement 
today can be sure that they will get their pension money 
back. They will not get back all the money they sub- 
scribed during their whole life; it has disappeared. The 
national insurance funds are non-eristent despite the 
fact that we pay our contributions. In the savings bank 
books there is nothing left. And salaries, and deposits 
when vou take out insurance, and so on. So if those who 
were Dehind this sort of misappropriation now start 
playing firemen, it is obvious that we too will wake up to 
pursue them and hunt them down. 


[Jeannot] When you say they played firemen, are we to 
understand that it is to take revenge on their current 
attitude that you are going to pursue them? 


[Lissouba] The National Conference did practically 
nothing about those most responsible up until now. We 
could keep quiet about the crimes of those who did 
nothing other than follow, if you like. They did the same 
as others, as the most important people. The most 
important people were not pursued, the most important 
people were not persecuied. So why do you want to do it 
to the smallest people? 


Up until now we kept it quiet, rather to try to turn the 
page, and so that we could get down to work here 
together to get back and regenerate all this capital 
[sentence as heard] But once this is no longer the game 
and the game has become blind, sterile violence, we will 
have to take an eye for an eye. 


Equatorial Guinea 


Local, Spanish Reaction to Election Postponement 
PM3108134593 Madrid YA in Spanish 20 Aug 93 p 7 


[“I.P.” report: “Spain Approves of Election Postpone- 
ment’’] 


[Text] Madrid—Spanish authorities and the Guinean 
opposition yesterday received with satisfaction the 
announcement made Thursday by Equatorial Guinean 
Governme: | spokesman Antonio Fernando Nve that the 
legislative elections originally scheduled for 12 Sep- 
tember will be postponed for three months. 
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Foreign Minister Javier Solana stated in Almeria yes- 
terday that 1t would be “good news” for Guinean Presi- 
dent Teodoro Obiang to be more reasonable and allow 
“free and fair” legislative elections to be called in the 
former Spanish colony. “This is what Spain has wanted 
and this 1s what it has told the Obiang Nguema govern- 
ment,”’ the minister added 


The Foreign Ministry, however, will comment only when 
the news is officially announced, which will certainly 
happen at the cabinet meeting taking place in Malabo 
today. Through a communique released by the Diplo- 
matic Information Office, Spain advised the Guinean 
authorities 2 August to postpone the election in that 
African country, since it did not have the support of the 
entire political spectrum 


Opposition 


The Guinean opposition parties regrouped in the Joint 
Opposition Platform (POC), which has refused to take 
part in the election, yesterday expressed thei satisfac- 
tion at the announcement of the postponement 


Tomas Mencheba of the Socialist Party of Guinea told a 
radio station that the decisive reason for postponing the 
election was “the boycott of the most representative 
political parties, which were not taking part in the 
election on the terms on which Obiang called it, as well 
as international pressure, led by Spat.” 


Luis Hondo Ayan of the National Alliance for Demo- 
cratic Restoration was not so optimistic and doubted 
whether Obiang will finally carry out the democratiza- 
tion plan and finally postpone the election. Hondo, who 
made these statements in El Escorial, where he was 
taking part in a course on racism and xenophobia 
yesterday, acknowledged that this posiponement was 
demanded by the opposition, “doubting the reliability of 
the electoral register and the legislation in force, which 
has been used to oppress the people for some time,” 
Gonzalo Iruzubieta reports 


Obiang met for five hours yesterday, Wednesday, with 
the leaders of the 11 political parties, which announced 
their intention to boycott the election. A new revision of 
the electoral register, the setting up of a government- 
opposition commission to study “the most contentious 
articles of the electoral law,’ as well as the funding of 
political parties, and the adoption of measures to facili- 
tate the opposition’s contact with the population, were 
also agreed at the meeting. 


Minister-Spokesman Antonio Fernando Nve stated 
again yesterday that the postponement of the election 15 
‘a good thing,” since “the government has once more 
shown its goodwill to conduct the transition in an agreed 
manner.” 


Optimism reigned in Equatorial Guinea's political cir- 
cles yesterday, following the agreement to postpone the 
election for three months reached between the opposi- 
tion and President Teodoro Obiang. 
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According to People’s Union opposition party leader 
Domingo Abuy, “we found willingness on the president's 
part to meet our demands, contained tn the national pact 
signed by government and opposition in March.” 


In the opinion of People’s Action Secretary General 
Miguel Esono, the three-month postponement will 


enable “the minimum demands, such as the revision of 


the electoral register, the elimination of the contentious 
aspects of the electoral law, and the funding of political 
parties, to be met.” 


More Firmness 


In Spain, the People’s Party and the United Left have 
also expressed their satisfaction at Obiang’s decision and 
called again for greater firmness in relations with the 
Malabo government, following the incidents which have 
occurred over the past few weeks. 


People’s Party spokesman Javier Ruperez asserted yes- 
terday that his party supports and shares the firm stance 
shown by the Spanish Government with respect to the 
Equatorial Guinean regime’s latest provocations, and 
expressed satisfaction at the decision to postpone the 
election for three months. 


United Left foreign policy coordinator “ arlos Carnero 
stated for his part that Spain should reconsider con- 
tinuing cooperation with Equatorial Guinea tollowing 
the Obiang government's accusations implicating Spain 
in the incidents on the island of Annobon. 


Gabon 


C euncil of Ministers Adopts 1994 Budget 
AB2908 150393 Paris AFP in French 1889 GMI 
28 Aug 93 


[Text] Libreville, 28 Aug (AFP)—The Gabonese Council 
of Ministers adopted the 1994 budget on 27 August. It 
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amounts to 415 billion CFA francs (8.3 billion French 
francs or $1.4 billion), and a slight increase was noted 
compared to 1993 budget that amounted to 3°8.5 billion 
CFA francs (Fr7.97 billion; $1.32 billion), it was learned 
on 28 August from an official source. 


“The 1994 draft financial bill falls within the framework of 
a revamping process in the economy in order to contain 
the rise in the unemployment rate,” the official commu- 
nique added. The main objectives include improving the 
system of resources collection without imposing new taxes 
and controlling public service expenditure. 


The receipts amount to 372 billion CFA francs (Fr7.44 
billion), while the oil revenues come to about half of this, 
or 172 billion CFA francs (Fr3.44 billion). The oil 
revenues increased about 5 billion CFA francs (Fr0.1 
billion) compared to 1993 because of an increase in the 
production trom 14.2 to 15 million metric tons 


The operational expenditure will amount to 246 bilhon 
CFA francs (Fr4.92 billion), the investment expenditure 
to 100 billion CFA ‘francs, and the public debt will 
represent 69 billion (Fri.38 oillion). The communique 
did not detail how the budget deficit of 43 billion CFA 
francs will be covered 


The investment budget will increase 16 percent more 
than in 1993. With about 33 billion CEA francs of 
external financing, it “gives priority to dynamic and 
structural actions in the fields of communications infra- 
structure, health, and human rm sources,” the commu- 
nique added. 


ibe cabinet meeting also stressed the fact that 1992 had 
been a year of “mitigated and diverse economic activi- 
ties” in Gabon, since the country suffered from the 
world economic upheavals. “In addition, rumors of the 
devaluation of the CFA franc as con.pared to the French 
franc were circulating and increased the reluctance of 
financial backers.” 
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Djibouti 


Security Forces Reportedly Tightening Food 
Blockade 


LD» 108133993 Addis Ababa Voice of Ethiop‘a in 
English to Neighboring Countries 1530 GMT 29 Aug 93 


{Text} A local human rights group in Dyibouti said today 
that Djibouti’s security forces have tightened their food 
blockade in the north of the Red Sea-capped republic as 
part of an anti-rebel campaign. The Association for the 
Defense of Human Rights and Liberties said many 
nomads had been badly hit by restrictions on the trans- 
port and sale of food in the desert area. In a statement 
the association said that the government was preparing a 
new offensive against the rebel Front for the Kestoratio: 
of Unity and Democracy, which has been waging 

guerrilla war in the region for the last two years. ih« 

sands of people have fled to Ethiopia to escape figh*ing. 


Army Searching for Abandoned Guerrilla 
Weapons 

AB0109100893 Paris AFP in English 0936 GMT 
1] Sep 93 


[Text] Djibouti, Sept | (AFP)}—-The Djibouti Army ts on 
a sweep through the Mabla Mountains in the northeast 
in a hunt for weapons abandoned by guerrillas of the 
Front for Restoration of Unity and Democracy (FRUD), 
military headquarters disclosed here Wednesday. The 
operation began on Sunday and would last a further two 
davs, Chief of the General Staff Colonel Fathi Ahmed 
Housscin said in a communique. 


A joint Army and police operation in July chased the 
FRUD out of northern towns and villages it had held 
since launching an uprising against the government late 
in 1991. Many FRUD members took refuge in neigh- 
bouring Ethiopia. 


The front draws its support from the Afar ethnic group in 
the Horn of Afnca territory. A statement issued by the 
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movement in Paris a month ago said its fighting forces 
were intact and that it had carried out attacks against 
government troops since the July campaign. 


Uganda 


oma Signs Cooperation Agreement With 
ndia 


EA2708202593 Kampala Radio Uganda Network in 
English 1400 GMT 27 Aug 93 


[Text] Uganda and India have signed an agreement 
under which the two governments would form a joint 
official committee for economic, technical, scientific, 
' cultural cooperation. The agreemient was signed in 
pala today by the second deputy prime minister and 
minister of foreign affairs, Mr. Paul Kawanga Ssemoger- 
ere. and the Indian high commissioner to Uganda, Mr. 
‘sina Patel 


The committee is intended to strengthen and consolidate 
the friendly relationship existing between the two coun- 
tries and to promote development in terms of economic, 
technical, scientific, and cultural cooperation between 
Uganda and India. 


Speaking at the signing ceremony, the minister of foreign 
affairs, Mr. Ssemogerere, said the siyning of the agree- 
ment 1s enough testimony of the confidence the Govern- 
ment of India has in the National Resistance Movement 
government. 


Under the agreement, the Indian Government can 
exiend iloans to Indian industrialists in Uganda who wil! 
in turn invest in developmental sectors to boost the 
economic growth of the country. The Indian Govern- 
ment will under the agreement also benefit from the 
phosphate plant in Tororo by buying fertilizers which 
will greatly boost the agriculture sector in their country. 


The Indian high commissioner, Mr. Krishna Patel, said 
the prospects of cooperation between the two countries 
are promising. 
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Government Takes Over Lebowa Financially as of 
1 Sep 


MB3108151893 Johanneshure SAPA in English 1351] 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 31 SAPA—The South African Gov- 
ernment is to take over Lebowa’s financial administra- 
tion from Wednesday and has begun an investigation 
into irregularities of “alarming proportions” in the 
homeland This was announced by Regional and Land 
Affairs Minister Andre Fourie at a news conference in 
Pretoria on Tuesday. 


The “unprecedented” step to take over Lebowa’s finan- 
cial administration was decided at Monday's cabinet 
meeting and the Lebowa cabinet was informed about the 
Step at a “straight talk” meeting in Pretoria on Tuesday. 


The main reason for the move was Lebowa’s failure to 
pass a budget for the 1993/94 financial year within the 
statutory prescribed period. “Consequently no authori- 
sation exists to incur any expenditure or to make any 
payments.” 


The irregularities in the homeland, confirmed by the 
auditor general, were “heavy”, said Mr. Fourie. He 
would not be drawn on detail but confirmed some 
irregularities centred on the upgrading of civil servant 
posts and back payments. 


Lebowa had a budget of R{rand]3.664 billion and 
requested an additional R360 million, but after a struc- 
tural adjustment programme (Sapro) report it was esti- 
mated that the amount could be as high as R722 million, 
said Mr. Fourie. 


The financial management of the Lebowa government 
had deteriorated to such an extent that intervention by 
the South African Government had become inevitable in 
the interests of both administrations and the South 
African taxpayer, said Mr. Fourie. 


The Lebowa administration remained intact and the 
South African Government would only take over the 
homeland’s financial control as it held the view that all 
self-governing territories should remain in place until a 
new dispensation had been implemented. 


State President F W de Klerk had issued a proclamation 
to give Mr. Fourie the authority to draw money against 
the Lebowa expenditure account and pay for the normal 
administration of the homeland. 


Mr. Fourie assured Lebowa officials, recipients of wel- 
fare allowances and suppliers that bona fide salaries and 
welfare allowances would be paid and that normal ser- 
vices would be continued. “The government undertakes 
to make all! legitimate payments as soon as possible,” 
said Mr. Fourie. 


He appealed to officials, inhabitants and political group- 
ings in Lebowa to remain calm and to give their full 
co-operation to establish sound financial administration. 
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The decision had been met by “surprise” by the Lebowa 
government but they agreed to full co-operation, said 
Mr. Fourie. 


He would not “speculate” on the financial situation in 
other self-governing territories. 


A South African “task force’? would be sent to the 
homeland and he hoped the financial administration of 
Lebowa would prove to be a temporary measure until the 
Situation had normalised. 


The government's step was not “vindictive” but taken 
because there had been indications since last Friday that 
the homeland’s administration had a serious cash-flow 
problem, he said. 


National Party Holds Congress in Orange Free 
State 


De Klerk Speaks on Violence 


MB3108181993 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1738 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[By Lorraine Braid] 


[Text] Bloemfontein Aug 31 SAPA—The unrest and 
violence of today was not the fruits of National Party 
{ NP] reform but the aftermath of the bitterness and strife 
of the past, State President F W de Klerk said on 
Tuesday night. “They are the growing pains of the abuse 
of newly found freedom,” he said at a public meeting to 
open the NP Orange Free State congress. 


‘We dare not allow ourselves to be brought off course by 
our irritations and frustrations with these abuses. The 
challenge facing us is to keep taking the lead in establishing 
and ensuring a truly democratic culture of tolerance.” 


Mr. de Klerk said the old South Africa was on an 
inevitable road to disaster and there was no alternative 
to the process of reform. 


Speaking about the NP opponents, he said there was an 
enormous gulf between the sometimes fine utterances of 
ANC [African National Congress] leaders and the 
actions of its members on the ground. “I realise Mr. 
Mandela has a difficult task but I do not think the 
African National Congress is taking a tough enough 
stand against rent boycotts, teachers’ strikes, stayaways 
at schools and other disruptive actions which destroy 
social institutions and the quality of life in many com- 
munities. Frequently it rather looks as though the ANC 
has sympathy with these damaging camnaigns and those 
who organise them,” said Mr. de Klerk. 


As far as violence and intimidation were concerned the 
ANC neglected to exercise proper discipline over its 
followers. It remained a dangerous and unreliable party 
and the voters of South Africa had the power to put it in 
its place in the coming democratic election. 
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Turning to the Conservative Party [CP], Mr. de Klerk 
Said it was tottering as its leader Dr. Ferdi Hartzenberg 
did not inspire confidence and was fast losing support 
within his own party. 


Disenchanted CP supporters were gravitating increasing) 
to the Afrikaner Volksfront [National Front] which was 
nothing more than a loose umbrella covering a multitude 
of divergent points of view under the guise of unity. 


Mr. de Klerk said he welcomed Gen Constand Viljoen’s 
entry into the debate. His impression was that Gen 
Viljoen was trying seriously to steer away from violence 
and that he was displaying an openness towards negoti- 
ating realistically. ““On my part and that of the NP I give 
an assurance of our readiness for meaningful discussions 
directed at solutions that are able to work.” 


Mr. de Klerk also announced that he and Inkatha 
Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu Buthelezi would soon 
hold extended talks. “Hopefully we shall be able to 
devout an entire day to the talks. We shall be assisted on 
both sides by complete teams of our senior advisors and 
negotiators.” The date of the meeting still had to be 
determined. 


Plan To Resolve Problems With IFP 


MB3108202493 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 2000 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] State President F. W. de Klerk has announced a 
major initiative aimed at resolving problems and misun- 
derstandings between the government and the IFP 
[Inkatha Freedom Party]. Formally opening the 
National Party’s [NP] [Orange] Free State congress in 
Bloemfontein tonight, Mr. de Klerk said he and IFP 
leader Dr. Mangosuthu Buthelezi had agreed to hold 
extended talks soon. He said the two leaders would be 
assisted by their senior advisers and negotiators. A date 
for the bilateral talks is still to be set. 


[Begin De Klerk recording] I know, Mr. Chairman, that 
there 1s concern about the relationship between the 
National Party and Inkatha; therefore, I wish to repeat 
here tonight that there is a constructive approach on the 
part of the NP. We would like to cooperate on matters on 
which we agree, and we wish to continue talking about 
those issues on which we differ. The NP recognizes 
Inkatha as an important role player that has to become 
party to agreements reached. [end recording] 


Coetsee on Regional Powers 


MB3108150093 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1100 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The [Orange] Free State ieader of the National 
Party [NP], Mr. Kobie Coetsee, says the NP believes in 
full self-determination for the Free State as part of a 
federal dispensation. Speaking at the NP’s Free State 
congress in Bloemfontein, Mr. Coetsee said it was essen- 
tial that recognition be given in negotiations to the rights 
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of federated states to exist in terms of autonomous 
constitutions and to take a final decision on constitu- 
tional autonomy. 


He said that if people wanted to have unrest in the Free 
State, then they had to cut up the province in a new 
dispensation. Mr. Coetsee pointed out that peace could 
return to South Africa only if the system of federated 
States were expanded, but emphasized that general self- 
determination is not attainable. 


Mr. Coetsee said he expected massive unrest if the ANC 
[African National Congress] intended to nullify the powers 
of regions. He said the transitional government would 
have to rule for as long as 1t was necessary to establish and 
ensure the continued existence of federated states. 


The NP 1n the Free State will do everything in its power 
to ensure that Sasolburg, which falls outside the Free 
State in the first regional demarcation, remains in the 
province. Mr. Coetsee said he believes that if certainty 
could be obtained in the negotiation process on the 
powers of federal states, Inkatha, the Afrikaner Volks- 
front [National Front], and the Conservative Party 
would return to the negotiations. 


Local Government Minister Speaks 


MBO1091155893 Johannesburg SAPA in English 10171 
GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Text] Bloemfontein Sept | SAPA—Those intent on 
destroying local government structures should be 
inspanned to use their energy constructively, Local Gov- 
ernment Minister Dr Tertius Delport said on 
Wednesday. 


“We must get these people to use their energy to build up 
the system instead,” he said at the National Party’s [NP] 
Orange Free State congress. 


Addressing concerns expressed by delegates, some of the 
points Dr Delport made were: 


—A new local government system and procedures had to 
be contained in legislation and coupled to the interim 
constitution, 


—A new, balanced, non-racial system had to be created: 


—Reconciliation would not be possible unless the “‘two 
e., ome 
worlds” were brought together and reconciliated; 


—It would have to be accepted that a greater shift of 
funds would have to go to areas with the greatest need; 


—There was a need for smaller units, such as street or 
neighbourhood committees, in local government 
structures; and 


—A local option was essential as, even in a final dispen- 
sation, local communities should be allowed to solve 
problems in their own, unique way within parameters 
set in national and regional legislation. 


12 REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 


Meyer: Legislation Implemented After Interim 
Constitution 

MB0109072793 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 0500 GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Text] Constitutional Development Minister Roelf 


Meyer says transitional legislation completed by the 
Negotiating Council at Kempton Park this week will not 
be put into effect before an agreement on an interim 
constitution is reached. Mr. Meyer said in Bloemfontein 
that legislation on the transitional executive council 
should be completed early next week, and that a transi- 
tional constitution should be finalized this month. 


He said matters such as power sharing at executive level, 
the exclusive powers of regions, and mechanism for 
conflict settlement still had to be debated in detail. He 
emphasized that the constitution writing process would 
not end with the election. 


Further Reaction to Report on Rights Abuses in 
ANC Camps 


De Klerk: ANC Response ‘Weak’ 


MB3108184293 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1756 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[By Enid Rhodes] 


[Text] Bloemfontein Aug 31 SAPA—The African 
National Congress’ [ANC] reaction to the commission it 
instituted to investigate deaths in detention camps was 
weak and unconvincing, President F W de Klerk aid on 
Tuesday night. It also fell short of what the ANC should 
have done, he said at the Orange Free State National 
Party [NP] congress in Bloemfontein. 


Mr. de Klerk said the ANC was always quick to accuse 
the NP and government, but there was no doubt that it 
knew about the atrocities committed at its camps yet 
tried to say it did not know. When the NP became aware 
of incidents that had to be investigated, it took steps 
against each and every individual against whom such 
evidence came to the fore, he said. 


In some cases the culprits were even sentenced to death. 
In a number of other cases, strong disciplinary steps were 
taken, he told delegates. Mr. de Klerk said that the 
actions in the detention camps had not been to over- 
throw “a white racist regime’’—it was the killing and 
torture of their own people. 


ANC’s Mbeki Interviewed 


MB3108102093 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1830 GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Interview with newly elected African National Con- 
gress, ANC, National Chairman Thabo Mbeki by South 
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African Broadcasting Corporation reporter Freek Rob- 
inson in Johannesburg during the “Agenda” program, 
interview conducted in English; italicized passage in 
Afrikaans—recorded] 


[Text] [Robinson] The ANC today accepted collective 
responsibility for the violation of hum in righis and tor 

ture of its members in detention camps. This follows the 
criticism by the Motsuenyane Commission, which was 
appointed by the ANC itself to investigate irregularities in 
detention camps. In the report, the commission recom. 
mended that the ANC take action against those members 
responsible. But the ANC is to recommend, instead, that a 
commission of truth be appointed to investigate all viola- 
tions of human rights across the political spectrum. Ear- 
lier today I spoke to the organization's newly elected 
national chairman, Mr. Thabo Mbeki. 


Mr. Mbeki, the ANC has admitted to human rights 
abuses in its camps. Does that mean that you are not 
going to take action personally whatsoever, and that you 
will only wait for that commission of truth? 


[Mbeki] We believe, Freek, that it 1s important that this 
commission be established so that it looks at all instances 
of violation of human rights, regardless of who was 
involved and what party or governmental structure they 
belonged to, so that you have a process which 1s national, 
and a process handled by an independent commission of 
this sort, which would act in a manner which would 
satisfy everybody that justice had been done. 


[Robinson] Will there, therefore, be a cut-off date for this 
commision of truth, say up until the release of Mr. 
Mandela, or when you suspended the armed struggle? 


[Mbeki] Well, the whole question of what sort of period 
such a commision should cover is something | think 
would still have to be discussed. We haven't discussed it. 


[Robinson] Do you have any particular opinion of your 
own? 


[Mbeki] No, I think the matter would require a bit of 
reflection as to how far back do you go, and how far 
forward do you stop. 


[Robinson] Intrinsically, in what you have said already, 
you actually make a distinction between the time when 
these things happened. In other words, in a military 
phase. So to a degree, you've already limited the inves- 
tigation. Do I understand you correctly? 


[Mbeki] Well, because they didn’t occur in any other 
context. I mean, what was happening was that we were 
out there conducting an armed struggle, and you had 
very many instances of people being infiltrated by the 
South African security services for all sorts of purposes. 
You had instances where whole camps with 500 people 
have been poisoned. People came and put food poison 
into the food. You've had instances where camps were 
bombed because there were spies within the camps who 
were sending reports describing the location of the camp, 
describing the routine at the camp, so that when the 
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planes came to bomb, they would bomb at a time when 
they would cause maximum deaths. All of this sort of 
thing. That's the context in which human rights abuses 
occurred in the ANC. There’s nobody who is raising a 
point about human rights in the ANC in the period 
before it was banned, and subsequent to that. 


[Robinson] Also within the Motsuenyane report it was 
recommended that any of those persons implicated 
should not hold office within the ANC or in a future 
government. Now we know that two of the specific 
names mentioned were those of Mr. Jacob Zuma, the 
secretary general, and also of Mr. Joe Modise. Are you 
going to accept those recommendations? 


{Mbeki] No, the position about Joe Modise and Jacob 
Zuma was factually incorrect. Factually incorrect. They 
were... 


{Robinson, interrupting] The report was incorrect? 


[Mbeki] If the report says that they were responsible for 
all these things, I'm saying they are factually incorrect, 
both directly and indirectly. They were not involved in 
any of these, and I should say also that even in the sense 
of supervision of people who are supposed to have done 
these things, again they were not involved in any of this. 
So it’s incorrect to have associated them with this. 


{Robinson} And that you're stating emphatically now, on 
their behalf? 


[Mbeki] No, no, absolutely emphatically. I was part of 
the leadership of the ANC throughout this period, and 
Joe Modise was army commander, and was not respon- 
sible, was not direcly in charge of the security organs 
which were handling this kind of work, and Jacob Zuma, 
too. He was not. Jacob Zuma came into the security 
organs at a much later date. So none of them were 
directly involved in the supervision to the extent that, 
therefore, you could say perhaps because they were 
negligent in terms of supervising, therefore, they must 
take that kind of personal blame. I'm saying that they 
were not. As a leadership we've accepted that we do 
indeed have a collective political responsiblity with 
regard to this matter, because we were the National 
Executive Committee [NEC], and in t'e end all struc- 
tures of the ANC reported to the NEC of the ANC, and 
the NEC had the responsibility to continuously be 
looking as to how the structures are functioning. And we 
are taking collective responsibliity therefore for this. Not 
to say nothing was done, because many things were done 
to address this issue, but nonetheless incidents did occur. 


[Robinson] In the same vein, one can also perhaps argue 
that someone—! don't want to mention names in partic- 
ular—but all of the heads of the defense force who were 
involved in the struggle against you can be similarly 
completely absolved from any guilt. 


[Mbeki] No, we were not absolved. We are saying that 
they should establish this commission of truth which will 
go into these individual cases not to absolve, but in order 
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to handle this matter in an even-handed way impacting 
on everybody, whether it was people on our side or 
people on the government side... 


(Robinson, interrupting} Including again Mr. Zuma and 
Mr. Modise? 


[Mbeki] Or Thabo Mbeki. Thabo Mbeki was involved in 
this thing. 


[Robinson] Were you? 


[Mbeki] Indeed. But I’m saying everybody, so I'm not 
saying we are denying personal culpability, but we are 
saving that that matter ought to be treated in a particular 
way but at the same time we are saying that as the 
leadership of the ANC we must collectively take this 
responsibility. 


[Robinson] You also accepted the principle of account- 
ability today in your press statement, so in fact you're 
saying now that another commission to be appointed in 
future must actually be the body who will decide the 
accountability. 


[Mbeki] No, we're not saying... [pauses] We've accepted 
the principle of accountability, the very fact of the 
release of these various reports that have been done by 
these commissions over a period of years. Our release to 
the public 1s precisely because we recognize the fact that 
we need to be publicly accountable for our actions. 


[Robinson] But you only do so collectively and not as 
individuals at this stage? 


[Mbeki] No, I’m saying that we're saying this commis- 
sion must then go into the actual incidents—whether 
they occurred on our side or on the government side, and 
it would therefore, in that context, identify particular 
persons. 


[Robinson] You've also referred to the fact that this 
commission of truth that 1s to be established will pay 
compensation or will decide the compensation to be paid 
and then the government of the day will have to pay the 
compensation, so therefore, in fact members of the ANC 
who were abused by your own members will be paid by 
a future government. Is that correct? 


{Mbeki} Sure, we are saying that people who in the view 
of that commission would be entitled to compensation; 
such compensation should be paid from public funds. 


[Robinson] So the ordinary taxpayer will pay for the 
abuses of the ANC against its own members? 


[Mbeki] You see, Freek, I'm saying that this matter arose 
in a particular context. You see, I’m not in any sense 
excusing these violations, but where you have a circum- 
stance of, as I say, a camp of S00 people getting very, 
very sick, and you are faced with the possible death of 
500 people, and people then find out that this 1s because 
the food was poisoned—deliberately poisoned as a delib- 
erate act of war by the South African Government. And 
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people in a context like that indeed overstepped the 
mark and overstepped it wrongly, and we say that that 
thing was wrong, but there is a particular circumstance. 
Now, what happens to these 500 people? It’s not as 
though some crazy person suddenly decided that I'm 
going to slap this person, or kick them and so on because 
you just have no respect for human rights, no respect for 
the dignity of an individual. There were particular cir- 
cumstances which were national, and the problem was a 
national problem, not just an ANC problem. And we are 
Saying that it ought to be dealt with nationally, 


[Robinson] And therefore you will be able, or you will be 
willing as a taxpayer in the future also to pay compen- 
sation to the victims of police brutality? Will you be 
willing to do so? Certainly, certainly that should cover 
those people as well. It might very well be that somebody 
who is not a member of the ANC within the country 
would say this is what the ANC did to me and such a 
commission determines that this person ts entitled to 
compensation and I think they should be compensated. 


Now, if we talk about the acts that were committed, 
apart from abuses of human rights, of people who were 
in detention, would an abuse also be the planting of a 
bomb in a public place where innocent people were hurt? 


[Mbeki] Again, you see, this is precisely part of the reason 
we're saying this thing requires handling by a commission 
of truth, because I mean, those things need to be deter- 
mined. A commission like that might say a particular 
action carried out in a particular way wouldn't qualify as a 
legitimate act of war, and therefore would fall under the 
general rubric of its terms of reference. | mean, those 
things need to be looked at. We would not complain about 
the South African Defense Force engaging our people in 
combat. You are in a state of war, and war is war. But you 
would complain about the manner tn which that war was 
conducted, that it was conducted without any regard to 
humanitarian principles governing the conduct of war, and 
such a commission would necessarily look at that, not 
merely that there was a state of war and therefore every- 
thing was permissible. 


[Robinson] Let’s just talk about the commission itself for 
a moment. How soon and by whom in particular should 
this be established? 


[Mbeki] We are working at the details of this thing, to say 
how should it be constituted, is there going to be a statute 
of limitations, for instance, all of these things—terms of 
reference, and we would want in the first instance to 
discuss this matter with government. 


[Robinson] You've already said that you don’t want this 
commission to be in any sense a Nuremburg trial, but it 
will be a witch-hunt, won’t it? 


[Mbeki] Wel! 
certainly no 
were trials 
regime, an 


wouldn’t say a witch-hunt, you see, 
emburg trial. The Nuremburg trials 
e who had been party to the Nazi 
| for activities of the Nazis, of the 
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Hitler regime. We are saying, in this instance, whoever 
committed these human rights violations, whether on 
our side or on the government's side, this commission 
needs to look at that. So not Nuremburg. We are not 
saying witch-hunt. | mean, witch-hunt in the sense of... 
[pauses] | don’t imagine that we would say that the 
commission should go out searching, smelling, spying on 
people, raiding, but clearly would receive complaints 
from people. 


[Robinson] So they would just ask for evidence? 


[Mbeki] They would ask for evidence, and people who 
thought that their rights had been violated would then 
want to come to say, this 1s what happened to me, done 
to me by the ANC or done to me by the government, and 
this 1s what happened, aiid so on, and they would have to 
pursue that. 


[Robinson] And who will actually be part of that com- 
mission? | presume it must be a judicial Commission? 


[Mbeki] It certainly would have to have judicial powers. 
It would clearly have power to subpoena people, and to 
act and to take decisions that are enforcible in law 


[Robinson] Will this commission that you propose be in 
a position also to mete out the penalties tor those who 
were guilty of abuses’ 


{Mbeki} Yes, 1t should have the power. It should have the 
power. We're talking, for instance, about the matter of 
compensation. 


{Robinson] So it’s not only a commission to investigate, 
but also to punish? 


{Mbeki] Well, | mean, you would have to look at those 
sorts of questions, but I’m saying that once thie commis- 
sion says we have found that the complaint lodged by 
such and such a person was correct and justified, and 
we've found that such and such a person or body of 
people were responsible for violating the rights of this 
particular person, and therefore we decide that the 
person must be compensated in the following manner— 
for it to make any sense, it has got to be binding as to 
who then actually enforces and receives the money to 
pass on to the victim. Well, | mean, that’s something 
we've got to discuss. But I'm saying that its decisions 
would have to be enforcible in law 


[Robinson] It was said at a news conference today that 
the duty of this commission would actually be to act in 
such a manner as to enhance the process of ‘econcilia- 
tion, but how can you reconcile the actions of such a 
commission—with the duty to actually find victims and 
punish them—with reconciliation in society? 


[Mbeki] Well, Freek, much happened in the course of the 
conflict between ourselves and the South African Gov- 
ernment; many things, some of them very unpleasant, 
some of them unacceptable. We do believe that that 
proof should be brought to the surface, that you don’t 
hide it, that you have in a sense a cleansing of the 
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national soul, if I may put it like that. Let the truth be 
told, let’s all admit the things that we did wrong, let’s all 
pay such compensation as is necessary, so that we do 
indeed put this past behind us, and together, as South 
Africans, pass beyond the stage of pointing fingers at one 
another. 


NP Rejects ‘Impractical’ Proposals 


MB3108181893 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1600 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The National Party [NP] says the ANC’s [African 
National Congress] suggestion that a commission of 
truth should be set up to investigate abuses of human 
rights is impractical and a recipe for conflict. The NP 
said in a statement in Pretoria that the proposal was an 
attempt by the ANC to shift the blame for its internal 
problems, so that it would not have to deal with them 
before the election. The NP also rejected the proposal 
that the commission of truth should be able to call 
witnesses and mete out punishment. 


Time ‘Ripe’ for ‘Final General Amnesty’ 


MB3108165493 Johannesburg Radio South Africa 
Network in English 1500 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee says the time is 
ripe for a final general amnesty for people involved in 
political conflict. He was reacting at the [Orange] Free 
State NP congress in Bloemfontein to the suggestion by 
the ANC [African National Congress] that a commission 
should be established to investigate abuses of human 


rights. 


The suggestion followed the release of the Motsuenyane 
Commission report on alleged human rights abuses in 
ANC detention camps. Mr. Coetsee said the ANC should 
hand over the complaints in the report to countries in 
which the abuses were committed. He said that if a 
situation then arose when the country asked for the 
extradition of the accused, he would be prepared to 
suggest a general amnesty. He said the time had come for 
the past to be buried. 


IFP ‘Shock’ at ANC Inertia 


MB3108135493 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1255 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Durban Aug 31 SAPA—The Inkatha Freedom 
Party [IFP] has expressed shock at the African National 
Congress’ [ANC] decision not to act against human 
rights offenders named in the Motsuenyane report on 
ANC detention camps. The IFP described the decision 
as a slap in the face for victims of cruel treatment by 
ANC members. “The decision reflects the organisation’s 
crude insensitivity towards the lives and welfare of its 
own members and indifference to human life,” said an 
IFP statement. 


The ANC on Monday accepted “‘collective moral respon- 
sibility” for abuses in its detention camps outside the 
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country and said it wanted a “commission of truth” 
established to investigate all human rights violations in 
South Africa since 1948. 


The IFP said the ANC’s decision showed it was 
unwilling to “exorcise the demons of its past’’ because it 
feared risking the wrath of its militant constituency. The 
ANC’s “profound regret” was insufficient to appease the 
victims of abuse and to satisfy the public’s sense of 
natural justice, said the IFP statement. “‘It is scandal- 
ously incomprehensible that senior ANC officials iden- 
tified by even the watered-down Motsuenyane Commis- 
sion would continue to occupy politically sensitive posts 
in the ANC.” 


Speaking on Durban’s Capital Radio, ANC spokesman 
Ronnie Mamoepa attacked the IFP statement saying the 
ANC had appointed the Motsuenyane Commission itself 
because it believed in transparency. 


Disruption of Talks Threatened 


MB0109073693 Johannesburg SABC TV 1 Network in 
English 0500 GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Text] Former MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe—African 
National Congress, ANC, military wing] member and 
chairman of the Returned Exiles Committee, Mr. Pat 
Hlongwane, has warned that unless grievances resulting 
from camp atrocities were addressed, the negotiation 
process would be plunged into chaos. 


{Begin Hlongwane recording] We want the ANC to take 
responsibility, and we are not going to rest at all, and 
more sO we are going to put pressure even to those 
parties that are involved at the World Trade Center to 
sympathize with us and make sure that our issue—it 
must become the first preference, and secondly, even 
those parties that have decided to walk out from the 
negotiations at the World Trade Center—we are going to 
negotiate with them also to give us support and if needs 
be we are going to make that World Trade Center 
unworkable and the negotiations ungovernable. [end 
recording} 


ANC Should ‘Practice What It Preaches’ 


MB3108162693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1557 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Johannesburg Aug 31 SAPA—The African 
National Congress’ [ANC] response to the Motsuenyane 
Commission report raises concerns regarding the 
broader implications of a human rights culture in South 
Africa, the Human Rights Commission [HRC] charged 
on Tuesday. ““The ANC appears to be exonerating itself 
through a comparison with the appalling human rights 
record of the present South African Government.” 


In a statement in Johannesburg, the HRC said such 
violations of human rights could not be condoned or 
excused on any basis. “The ANC has been extremely 
vocal in condemning the gross abuse of human rights by 
the government and has requested tangible proof of the 
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government’s willingness to redress the wrongs of the 
past, thus there is a responsibility on the ANC to practice 
what it preaches,” the statement added. 


The HRC also said the ANC had not faced the issues 
adequately by deferring the responsibility of compen- 
Sating the victims to a future government, which 
exempts them from their own responsibility. ‘Taking 
‘collective responsibility’ for the acts of individuals 
responsible for human rights violations contradicts the 
ANC’s own view that the key ingredients to forging a 
human rights culture is accountability.” 


The HRC said by not taking disciplinary action against 
individuals implicated in the report, the ANC was cre- 
ating a “norm of immunity” for human rights violators. 


The HRC supports the concept of a truth commission, 
but the establishment of such a commission should not 
be used as a deferment by the ANC in implementing the 
recommendations of the Motsuenyane report, the state- 
ment added. 


Camp ‘Victim’ on Violations 


MB3108135293 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1830 GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Interview with former African National Congress, 
ANC, detainee Jose Ribeiro de Souza by South African 
Broadcasting Corporation presenter Freek Robinson on 
the “Agenda” program—live; interview conducted in 
English; italicized passage in Afrikaans] 


[Text] [Robinson] We have listened to what Mr. Thabo 


Mbeki said about the ANC’s proposed commission of 


truth. To discuss the issue further, I have a self-confessed 
victim of the ANC’s Quatro camp in Angola. He is Mr 
Jose Ribeiro de Souza. We will have to speak in English 
for a while. Let us talk to Mr. de Souza. 


Mr. de Souza, you've listened to what Mr. Mbeki had to 
say. Are you happy about the fact that the commission, 
as proposed by the ANC, will in the future decide on 
compensation and not the ANC itself, and that they will 
not in fact then be compensating you? 


[De Souza] No, I’m definitely not satisfied with the 
ANC’s response, because what the ANC is basically 
doing is, they are shifting the responsibility of human 
rights violations that have been committed by the ANC 
to a future South African Government, which I think is 
very unfair, because this thing doesn’t just deal with the 
gross violation of human rights of ANC members, but 
also a considerable amount of theft. I mean, I for one 
have... [pauses] When I entered the ANC just before I 
went to Quatro, the ANC had confiscated my car, 
camera, computer, books, clothing, etc., and I have made 
a personal request to Nelson Mandela—I wrote him a 
letter last year in which I’ve asked that I be compensated 
at least for the property that they have confiscated from 
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me, and he had never responded to the letter, so I can’t 
see how they can shift this responsibility to a future 
government. 


[Robinson] It was said clearly by Mr. Mbeki there that 
Mr. Modise, in particular, and also Mr. Jacob Zuma, will 
be absolved completely. Do you agree with that? 


{De Souza] | can't see how they can try to disassociate 
these people from what had happened in Quatro. For 
one reason, for instance, Joe Modise had visited Quatro 
on three occasions, twice in Angola and once in Uganda, 
and on each occasion we had voiced to him: Comrade 
Commander, we are being ill-treated. We are tortured. 
Comrades have died in front of us. We are being 
underfed, etc. We are suffering from malaria, and we 
only get treatment for three days, while the guards get 
treatment for 14 days. Can you de something about this, 
and he had said these conditions would change, you 
understand, but nothing had ever changed. Oliver 
Tambo had visited the camp in 1987, and when he left, 
the only thing we received was a tin of powder milk, and 
we had to share it amongst |8 people in the cell. So I 
can't see ... 


(Robinson, interrupting] Were you personally mal- 
treated? 


{De Souza] | was personally maltreated. I was tortured, 
for instance, by Nelson Mandela’s personal bodyguard; 
that is, Jomo Mavuso. He was known to us as Jomo. I 
mean, this man had done things to me which can be 
equated, for instance, to what the Nazi regime had done 
to people, you understand. Fortunately, he didn’t kill 
me, you understand, but the man had completely 
destroyed my spirit to such an extent that I was forced, 
for instance, to make a self-confessed statement. 


[Robinson] But did you go to the Motsuenyane Commis- 
sion to tell them these facts, as you see it? 


[De Souza] The reason I refused to testify before the 
Motsuenyane Commission is because Umkhonto we 
Sizwe’s [Spear of the Nation; ANC military wing] 
regional commander in Mamelodi, a man called Tate, 
you understand, had called me on several occasions and 
told me if I should appear in front of the Motsuenyane 
Commission—I had an appointment to appear before 
the commission—they would personally remove me 
from society, as he had said, so that’s the reason why I 
stayed away from the Motsuenyane Commission. 


[Robinson] But here you are tonight in open public, and 
you're saying these things. 


[De Souza] Okay, the difference here is that the Mot- 
suenyane Commission then wasn't public. If | had to go 
to the Motsuenyane Commission, they could have just 
taken me out like that. Now this is a different case. | 
mean, I’m talking to the people of South Africa, you 
understand, and I’m voicing out my problems that I have 
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with the ANC’s response to this report, so | think it will 
be difficult for any commander to given an order that— 
okay, remove this man. 


[Robinson] But if the ANC’s proposal is implemented, 
then you can go to that new commission and they will 
investigate these charges. 


{De Souza] Definitely, I will go to a future commission, 
but as I said, I hope the ANC will do something to 
reverse its decision, because it’s not just an issue of gross 
violation of human rights. The ANC has stolen a lot of 
things from ANC members, and I think this should be 
replaced. 


[Robinson] Are you a member of the ANC at the 
moment? 


[De Souza] I am still a member of the ANC, and I’m still 
a member of Umkhonto we Sizwe, and we met with 
Nelson Mandela in 1991, October, when we had 
returned from Quatro, and he told us that he wanted this 
problem to be solved as an internal problem. He also 
said that the ANC wouid at least compensate us, at that 
time; that is, with medical aid. I have never met any 
former Quatro prisoner who had received any form of 
monetary aid by the ANC; that is, to attend either a 
psychiatrist or doctor for the abuses that these people 
have suffered. 


[Robinson] All right, thank you. 


German Reportage on Visit by IFP’s Buthelezi 
WA0109144593 


For German reportage on the visit to Germany by 
Inkatha Freedom Party leader Mangosuthu Buthelez1, 
including reports on talks between Buthelezi, Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, and Vice Chancellor Klaus Kinkel, see the 
German section of the | September West Europe DAILY 
REPORT and subsequent issues. 


Transkei’s Holomisa Calls For International 
Peace Force 


MB3008 183993 Umtata Capital Radio in English 1600 
GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Text] Transkei’s military ruler Major General Bantu 
Holomisa has called for an international peacekeeping 
force to be deployed in South Africa as soon as possible. 
Gary Collins reports from Cape Town. 


[Collins] Leader of the Transkei, Major General Bantu 
Holomisa, made a call for the full integration of all South 
African armed forces only after elections have taken 
place in April next year. Holomisa says, however, that a 
peacekeeping force comprising all South African armed 
forces including APLA [Azanian People’s Liberation 
Army], the SADF [South African Defense Force] and 
MK [Umkhonto we Sizwe—African National Congress 
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military wing] be deployed. Holomisa says logistical 
problems such as training means that the force will only 
be deployed in January. 


He says it is vital that all forces in South Africa, 
including the SADF, MK and the homeland armies be 
included in the peacekeeping force. Holomisa says it is 
important that an international peacekeeping force 
under international control be deployed until the South 
African peacekeeping force is in place. He is calling for 
the international peacekeeping force in September. 
Major General Bantu Holomisa is also calling for the 
reintegration of the homelands after the election have 
taken place on April next year. 


To Hand Transkei to Unified Government 


M83108120193 Johannesburg SABC TV I Network in 
Afrikaans 1800 GMT 30 Aug 93 


[Text] Transkei leader Major General Bantu Holomisa is 
adamant that Transke1 will again be part of South Afnca 
after next year’s election. General Holomisa made this 
statement today at the University of Cape Town. Ed 
Herbst reports: 


[Begin recording] [Herbst] General Holomisa, who was 
invited by the Student Council, said he had never been 
opposed to the principle that Transke: would have to 
sacrifice its sovereignty provided that power be handed 
over to a government of national unity. 


[Holomisa, in English] Immediately after the elections 
we are prepared to hand over the sovereignty of Transkei 
to a newly demo... [pauses] to a newly elected govern- 
ment. 


[Herbst] General Holomisa added that all political par- 
ties will be allowed to campaign in Transkei for the 
forthcoming election. He was nevertheless skeptical 
about the possibility that a peace force would be estab- 
lished before the end of the year. He said all forces in the 
country should merge after the election next year and 
that training should not be undertaken by the South 
African Defense Force. [end recording] 


Mozambicans Reportedly Training East Rand 
SDU’s 

MB3108152193 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1428 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Pretoria Aug 31 SAPA—Mozambican citizens are 
training self defence units (SDUs) on the East Rand in 
the use of firearms, Brig P Abrie, commander of the 
SAP’s [South African Police] Crime Information, Anal- 
ysis and Interpretation Centre, said at a briefing in 
Pretoria on Tuesday. He said 13 Mozambicans had been 
arrested in connection with the training. Brig Abrie said 
the SDUs were buying firearms from the Mozambicans, 
who were probably former rebel Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] members. 
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South African Press Review for 1 Sep 
MB0109140193 


{Editorial Report] 


THE STAR 


ANC ‘‘Fudged”’ on Detention Camps Abuses— 
Johannesburg THE STAR in English on | September in 
a page 16 editorial looks at the African National Con- 
gress (ANC) response to the Motsuenyane inquiry into 
human rights abuses in ANC detention camps, saying 
“the leadership has apologised to the victims, and 
accepted collective responsibility. Yet it baulks at taking 
the next, essential step: acting against the guilty, and 
compensating the victims. This failure of courage 
devalues, at a stroke, all the earlier efforts.” “In plain 
language, the ANC has fudged the issue for reasons of 
political expediency. In doing so, it has fallen back on the 
kind of shameless obfuscation that brought infamy on 
successive Nationalist governments. We therefore face 
the prospect of moving into the new society with the 
moral reputations of both major players seriously sul- 
lied—the one much more than the other, of course. 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Alliance “Strong-Arm” Tactics Against Univer- 
sity—““The ANC/COSATU [Congress of South African 
Trade Unions] alliance’s involvement in the crisis at 
Witwatersrand University is likely to exacerbate prob- 
lems rather than ease them,”’ declares a page 6 editorial 
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in Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on | Sep- 
tember. ““The ANC and COSATU could have used their 
influence to calm the situation, but they will not do so by 
adding their clout to the strong-arm tactics already being 
employed so crudely against a respected university with 
a long record of service to the oppressed and under- 
privileged.”’ **The alliance says it dissociates itself from 
acts of violence, destruction of property, and harassment 
or assaults, while insisting that peaceful protest must be 
protected. This 1s also the Sasco [South African Students’ 
Congress] line, and the results of Sasco’s ‘peaceful pro- 
test’ are there for all to see.” 


CITY PRESS 


ANC Action Needed Against Rights Abusers in Deten- 
tion Camps—The page !4 editorial in Johannesburg 
CITY PRESS in English on 29 August comments on the 
findings of the Motsuenyane commission of inquiry into 
allegations of human rights abuses in ANC detention 
camps, saying the government, “seeing an opportunity to 
score propaganda points, has also waded in and taken 
potshots at the ANC. Pretoria, it must be said, should be 
the last to pontificate on human rights abuses.” CITY 
PRESS urges the ANC to “take strong, visible action 
against the wrongdoers no matter how powerful they 
may be.” “If detention without trial by Pretoria was 
unacceptable and unjustified, the same holds true for the 
ANC. We reiterate that the ANC must sanction the 
wrongdoers.”” 
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Angola 


Brigadier Denies FAA Using U.S. Satellites To 
Fight UNITA 


MB3108194193 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Brigadier Jose Manuel Jota, spokesman for the 
Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] General Staff, today 
described as false reports concerning the Angolan Air 
Force’s alleged use of U.S. satellites to tight the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA]. 
The U.S. Embassy in Angola has also reacted to those 
reports, which were started by certain international 
media. A source in the U.S. Embassy in Angola says it is 
part of a disinformation campaign and described as an 
idiot the author of such a report. The U.S. Embassy also 
wondered why people do not believe in the physical 
effort the FAA forces are making to reorganize. Manuel 
August, the Angolan representative in South Africa, says 
the story about the U.S. satellites may well be a UNITA 
attempt to explain its defeats on the ground. 


Government Troops Reportedly 8 km From 
Huambo 


MB3108164593 Johannesburg Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1600 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The Angolan High Command says its troops have 
advanced to within 8 kilometers of the UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
movement's headquarters in the city of Huambo in the 
central highlands. However, diplomats in Luanda say 
that a speedy recapture of Huambo 1s far from certain. 


The dir’ ats say that although the government 1s 
under ‘40 seize Huambo before October when 
the rain, n begins, UNITA resistance 1s expected to 
stiffen a ernment forces approach the city. The 


diplomats have also cast doubt on government claims 
that 2,000 UNITA troops were killed in fighting in the 
Huambo Province last week. 


31 Aug Military Update on Cuito, Other Areas 
Provided 


MB3108194893 Luanda Radio Nacional Network in 
Portuguese 1900 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] Cuito continues to be shelled by the National 
Union for the Total Independence of Angola [UNITA\]. 
Today, the rebels led by Jonas Savimbi intensely shelled 
the city with 120 mm cannons. As a result, 15 people— 
including Portuguese nationals—were killed in Cuito 
this afternoon. Meanwhile, the government forces 
remain committed to defending the people. 


In Menongue, the government forces continue to expand 
the city’s defensive radius. There is already talk of 
relative calm within a 36 km radius. On the central front, 
the Angolan Armed Forces [FAA] remain determined to 
fulfill their duties. Colonel Ramiro do Espirito Santo, 
deputy commander of the FAA’s 8th Technical Group, 
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has said his troops will work to restore state legality in 
areas Currently without it. Four days ago, the 8th Tech- 
nical Group freed the Monte Belo area of Bocoio Dis- 
trict. The aim, though, is to take all areas still controlled 
by UNITA. 


{Begin Saito recording] We must take all areas that are 
still in UNITA’s hands. The (?morale of our) troops is 
very high. You are following the situation quite closely 
and you must notice it. [end recording] 


In Moxico Province, people are returning to their homes 
in Camenongue District following the FAA forces’ recap- 
ture of the area. [passage omitted] 


People are also returning to their homes in Namiube 
Province’s Camucuio District and Lola Commune. State 
legality has been restored to those areas. The FAA forces 
recently recaptured those areas after UNITA occupied 
them for a while. The Namibe Provincial Government ts 
already working to restore state administration in those 
areas. Namube Provincial Governor Dr. Joaquim da 
Silva Matias has told Radio Namibe that the military 
situation in the northern part of Namibe Province is now 
relatively calm. He added the FAA forces are continuing 
their mMopping-up operations to guarantee greater sta- 
bility for people returning to their homes hoping to 
resume their normal lives. [passage omitted] 


Government Reportedly Executes UNITA 
Supporters 


MB3108115793 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 0600 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] At a time when several countries are meeting in 
Geneva to discuss ways of protecting victims of war in 
Angola, Jose Eduardo dos Santos’ Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola-Labor Party [MPLA-PT] is 
increasing the crime rate. Reports from Catengue, Caim- 
bambo and Cubal in Benguela Province say that the 
MPLA is executing a large number of civilians who 
support the National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola [UNITA]. The extent of the crime is such that 
in those areas the soldiers of Eduardo dos Santos’ 
organization do not even spare children. Another intol- 
erable issue is the exclusive delivery of humanitarian 
donations to former MPLA-PT militants. 


Government Newspaper: ‘Too Late’ To Send UN 
Forces 


MB3108151093 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1400 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The JORNAL DE ANGOLA newspaper has 
written in a commentary that it is pointless to send a UN 
peacekeeping force to the country. The JORNAL DE 
ANGOLA, which is owned by the government, says the 
sending of such a force would come too late and would 
be a meaningless action in time and space. The Angolan 
Government has also expressed its opposition to having 
such a force sent to the country. 
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* Life in Luanda, Mood of People Observed 


934F0769A Lisbon PUBLICO in Portuguese 
22, 24, 27 Jul 93 


[Article in three installments by correspondent Ana Sa 
Lopes; first paragraph in each is PUBLICO introduction} 


(22 Jul p 10} 


[Text] “Luanda? It’s in good shape...."° When first 
approached, a Luandan always answers this way. Later, 
after you have spent some time with him, a kind of 
desolation, like that of the city, comes out with the 
words. Luanda is the capital of a country tortured by the 
war that, awhile ago, it had thought was over. 


With his eyes of an honest man and a serene half-smile 
on his face, Marcelino Moco, the prime minister, cut the 
ribbon yesterday at the opening of the FILDA— 
International Fair of Angola, where national exhibitors 
are holding forth along with 66 from Portugal. Contrary 
to the situation last year when Spain, Brazil, and Italy 
were amply represented, this time the foreigners have 
deserted: war and instability have kept the economic 
actors away from the Luanda fair, so this time only 
Portugal is attending, in a role that many businessmen 
characterize as essentially political or symbolic. 


Luanda? “It’s in good shape.”” That is how a Luandan 
initially reacts to the question. But gradually, if you stay 
around, tired smiles appear on his face, and the words 
take on a tremendous heaviness. Luanda is sick of war, 
the pain of Huambo and Cuito is close to the surface, it 
is a tired capital city of tired people. An immense 
disillusionment seems to attack everyone when that 
subject comes up. No one knows what “he” wants.... 
Here, “he” means the “man from the jungle,” Jonas 
Savimbi, who gave the order for war. 


It is a city full of displaced persons, people who fled the 
zones under fire. Bands of children try to sell all sorts of 
things, shirts, books, candy, tobacco, Paracetamol pills. 
It is a city where—as we know but it always seems 
odd—seeing the empty shelves of the drug stores that 
offer little more to the public than baby formula and 
anticellulite creams is like being punched in the stomach. 


People in the upper class, both Angolan and Portuguese, 
have sent their children to Lisbon because of the war, but 
in many cases that is not all they send. It 1s a city where 
the “bank” operates 24 hours a day in perpetual motion 
on the street corners, where bevies of women who make 
their living from the parallel foreign exchange market 
clutch thick wads of kwanza notes that they exchange for 
a few dollars. 


Basic sanitation is another knotty problem: the water 1s 
unfit to drink, and garbage is piling up in the streets. 
These two factors are responsible for the diseases that 
have consumed the residents. The water supply is often 
cut off, from time to time there are power outages, and 
hearing shots at night is a normal occurrence. 
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It is a desolate city that experienced an enormous 
euphoria a year ago but now sees hundreds of people die 
every day. There are no traces of the “man from the 
jungle” in Luanda. After the “three days’’—that 1s how 
people here refer to the mind-blowing weekend in 
October when many UNITA [National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola] followers and cadres in 
Luanda were killed—everything that made reference to 
Savimbi and his party vanished from the streets. The 
Turismo Hotel, which was UNITA’s general headquar- 
ters during the time of hope and was totally destroyed in 
the wake of those three days, is just a memory. 


However, like someone who 1s still waiting for a second 
round, there is a MPLA [Popular Movement for the 
Liberation of Angola] lighted sign in the former Maria de 
Fonte Square—which used to boast a statue of the 
heroine of the village of Lanhoso but now features a tank 
with a dove of peace on top of it—that displays three 
messages in sequence: “Democracy 1s the law now, vote 
without fear, your ballot ts secret’; “Equal rights, the 
certainty of peace”; and “Jose Eduardo dos Santos, a 
tranquil future.” 


Is there a light at the end of the tunnel? No one can really 
answer the fateful question. Opinions are divided, but in 
the midst of the total desolation there appears to exist a 
perverse faith. There are those who believe a military 
solution is the only possible one and hold out the hope 
that the United States might arm MPLA enough that it 
can get rid of UNITA. 


Or else: “The day must come when Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos calls on the man and gives him half the power,” 
said a Luandan who is anti-UNITA, but visibly tired. 


It 1s a time of uncertainty in this Luanda fed up with war 
and chaos, where one 1s impressed with the ability to 
survive pain, rock-bottom wages, galloping inflation, 
and 30 years of devastating war. 


And however, alongside a quiet desperation one sees an 
undeniable warmth in others. It is the season of drizzle 
and fog in Luanda, 24 degrees Celsius, which 1s winter to 
the Luandans. 


[24 Jul p 17] 


[Text] Luanda, which is said to have been the land of 
many crazy colors, has no whites on its streets. Having 
more economic clout and being fearful, the whites ride in 
cars and race to closed locations. They still go to the 
beach. Probably few have gone to Roque Santeiro, 
““Angola’s stock exchange.” 


There are none in the drugstores but you can find them 
at Roque Santeiro—aspirins, for example. Roque 
Santeiro is a stunningly beautiful carpet of people when 
seen from above with the bay of Luanda as background. 
It is 3 km of open-air market, extremely well-organized: 
here are the drugstores, farther on there 1s the fried fish 
with flies swarming around it; then the furniture, foods, 
animals, charcoal, barbershop, and all over the place are 
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women rolling up their hair and others sitting by the 
coals used to heat the curling irons. 


Roque Santeiro was born while the soap opera of the 
same name was running on TPA-TV (People’s Televi- 
sion of Angola), when several parallel markets scattered 
around the city came together in a big open area on the 
edge of Sambizanga, one of the poorest neighborhoods in 
Luanda—and one with a high crime rate. You can buy all 
kinds of things there, including contracts for the services 
of “killing or disciplining.” 


Roque Santeiro is Luanda’s main bank, or truly an 
“Angola stock exchange,” as a Portuguese businessman 
called it. Much more money passes through it than 
through the main office of the National Bank which 
incidentally, is trying to get by however it can: buying 
dollars at the official market price of 7,000 kwanzas and 
selling them at the parallel market price, 33,000—that 1s 
what the law says. But anyway, who 1s going to sell 
dollars to the bank when there are those big groups of 
women on the streets offering gigantic wads of kwanzas 
to passers-by? 


This week's novelty was the introduction of the 50,000- 
kwanza note. There were official warnings that the new 
bills are not intended to make prices go up but just to 
facilitate business. Since one kwanza 1s worth nothing (a 
dollar, equal to 160 escudos, 1s equal to 33,000 kwanzas), 
one of the problems for people who are getting by in the 
midst of economic chaos 1s how to carry—and count— 
the hundreds of notes that stuff their pockets fill. The 
man-in-the-street does not seem to have such problems. 


Luanda’s “Baixa” neighborhood has houses that are 
gradually falling apart, but a remarkable fleet of automo- 
biles such as 1s seldom seen in a Third World country 
drives around there. There must be some “schemes,” tt 1s 
said, that make it possible to buy a Volkswagen Passat 
for half the price of its alarm system. A lucky Luandan 
said he bought a car just tor the alarm. 


Che whites get around in cars. Luanda, land of coffee 
and milk, has no whites on its streets. Whites do not 
always readily admit that they avoid walking on the 
streets out of fear. It is because “they are working” or 
because “things are far from each other.” Economic 
racism is a dismal feature of Luanda: fearful about the 
crescendo of muggings and believing that people who are 
hungry, demobilized, and holding weapons and children 
by the hand associate white skin with money, the Portu- 
guese stay inside. They still go to the beach, but less often 
uow that it is the foggy season. 


Stay and See What Happens 


Carlos Campanico is a Portuguese businessmen, about 
40 years old, who came to Angola as a teenager, left in 
1976, but returned early in 1980. He manages several 
businesses: one trading company, that is completely idle; 
a travel agency that is not doing well; and a security 
company, which “is what pays the bills right now.” We 
had lunch in Mr. Peixoto’s restaurant, the Panque, on 
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Kinaxixi Place. While we were eating “beef Peixoto- 
style, °° Campanico swore he will not leave Luanda until 
he absolutely has to. “To leave would be my last resort.” 


Mr. Peixoto, a fervent Portuguese from Benfica, has 
been in Angola for 30 years. Like Campanico, he stayed 
away for a few years after 1976. Now “there 1s no war 
that could drive me out of here,”’ he said. Carlos Cam- 
panico says he does not know any businessmen who have 
gone back. That 1s because those who came in the wake 
of Bicesse, in search of the Eldorado, Campanico calls 
“adventurers,” not businessmen. 


Paulo David, acting director of the Sofomil [expansion 
not given] office in Luanda, has also been living here for 
30 years, but he sent his wife and children to Lisbon 
shortly before the elections. The company had some 
construction projects under way, but they have been 
halted by the war. They were building the Lomaum 
hydroelectric facility across from Benguela, which 1s now 
occupied by UNITA. The workers went back to Portugal, 
since “all there 1s to do here 1s shuffle papers, and I can 
take care of that.’ That particular venture turned out 
badly, but the fact that Luanda 1s a nonfunctioning city 
brought the company great success. Since Luanda’s tele- 
phones only work when they feel like it, the latest fad in 
Luanda are cellular telephones, which have been a com- 
mercial success for Sofomuil. 


Tertir, a transportation firm, has seen its business drop 
by half since the war resumed. It 1s hoping to open 
branch offices in Lobito, Namibe, Cabinda, Soyo, and 
Malange, but “waiting to see how the war goes,” the end 
of which its marketing director thinks will come “very 
soon.”” His explains his confidence by saying that “the 
people are tired of war,” and “UNITA will go back to the 
negotiating table.” 


Pedro Teixeira, 28, 1s “an export manager for Africa” for 
the Soguima company. The firm had planned to make 
major investments in Angola, “but everything 1s at a 
standstill until the situation becomes clearer.” Mean- 
while, they went to Mozambique “the market there 
offers more guarantees.” “There are not as many inter- 
ests at stake there; it may be that the peace process will 
work out differently.’ Working in Angola, for the time 
being, “1s an adventure.” “Here, your bank ts on the 
street. Roque Santeiro is the Luanda stock exchange. 
People have to make their decisions based on what 
happens at Roque Santeiro.” 


{27 Jul p 8] 


[Text] While in Cuito and other cities of Angola the war 
has killed tens of thousands of people in the short space 
of six months, some great parties are still being given and 
quite a few Portuguese have been making a good living, 
earning salaries they would never get in their native land. 
Such are the tropical paradoxes. 


Cazenda, at 1300. “After 1800, no one comes in and no 
one goes out,” they warn us. The Cazenga slum, one of 
the “cities” on the periphery of Luanda, as poor or 
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poorer than Sambizanga (accounting 1s irrelevant, after 
all) is what has become known as “the wide open spaces 
of Africa.” The street is broad and very long and the 
houses are all in a row, built of zinc and cement on both 
sides of the street. If you are familiar with Musgueira, in 
Lisbon, then the strange layout of this sheet-metal neigh- 
borhood would not surprise you. 


Lurdes is 18 years old, has a three-year-old daughter 
named Selma, and sells lukewarm beer under a tree 
across from Cazenga’s Catholic church. She says she has 
no boyfriend “because the men here are all bandits.” 
Lurdes is Catholic, and she helps out at the church, a 
structure that looks just like Cazenga. A cement cube 
with a zinc roof. The exterior sign of religion is a cross, 
also made of cement, large enough to command respect. 


They tell us that more and more, Angola is Luanda. 
What the war and hunger have done to Angola one can 
see as one travels through streets of Luanda, where 
contingents of the displaced and demobilized hang out, 
neither group with anything to eat and many with guns 
in their hands. The lowest common denominator in 
Luanda must be Cazenga, impenetrable from six in the 
evening to six in the morning, where Lurdes does not 
want a boyfriend because he would be a bandit. 


Luanda is a land of the most disarming paradoxes. At 
Roque Santeiro, murders and thefts occur one after the 
other, but people emit a warmth that does not jibe with 
the official picture. The war is tearing the country to 
rmeces, but the elite can celebrate with pomp the depar- 
ture of an ambassador whose mission resulted in failure 
but who was a very amusing fellow. “If there were no 
parties, people would die,” says a Portuguese who has 
spent several years in Africa and tries to look outward. 
The struggle for survival in Angola takes various hues. 


Islands in the City 


Luanda has three or four public places that on the city’s 
socioeconomic map can only be classified as islands, 
almost autonomous regions. They are places where there 
are no power outages, the pressure in the water mains is 
stronger, people do not worry about the ice they use— 
places where Luanda, the real Luanda, is least reflected: 
the Tivoli and Meridien Hotels where businessmen and 
politicians rub elbows; the “Barracuda” restaurant at the 
tip of the island of Luanda, with a stunning view of the 
sea. Then there are private spots that you just have to 
guess what they must be like: the Miramar neighbor- 
hood, site of Savimbi’s house (which used to belong to 
General Ochoa, the Cuban whom Fidel sent to Angola 
but killed a few years ago, alleging involvement in the 
drug traffic), or the vastness of Futungo de Belas, the seat 
of power. 


“No one can live in Luanda on less than 1,000 contos a 
month,” says Luis, a Portuguese executive, whose wife 
and children are in Lisbon. No one among the Portu- 
guese lives in Luanda on less than a lot of money every 
month. There are questions of affection no doubt. But 
also, “very honestly, it’s the salary they pay me,” said 


FBIS-AFR-93-168 
1 September 1993 


Paulo, another executive, whose wife and children are 
also in Lisbon. If you are paid in dollars, you live well in 
Luanda. Luis and Paulo and Antonio and others are 
convinced that a return would cause them significant 
economic “losses.” That is why they continue to stay, 
but then too, there is the island of Mussulo, where 
sumptuous lunches are served on Sundays, there is 
fishing, a nice beach, a splendid view of the bay—and 
because you can go home for !unch, leave work at five 
o'clock in the afternoon, and have a cook and a maid. 


“Close your eyes to what 1s going on in the street, get 
used to sleeping with a gun at your side, ‘isolate’ the war, 
put the children in a safe place” —that is the recipe given 
for “living well in Luanda.” Even so, as they gaze at the 
sea, Luanda looks irresistible to them. 


But to go + ‘ km outside the city is an excursion that 
takes on t. nature of an adventure. Now virtually 
“under siege in Luanda, many recall the pleasure of 
having made trips to Benguela and to Huambo, traveling 
all night, during the brief period of peace. All that 
remains in Luanda of the idea of the “wide open spaces 
of Africa’”’ a myth shared by everyone who has passed 
through here, is the Cazenga slum. 


* Luanda: Informal Economy Key to Survival 


934F0770B Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
3] Jul 93 pBd4 


[Article by Gustavo Costa: “The ‘Scheme’ for Survival”; 
first paragraph is EXPRESSO introduction] 


{Text] In the Angolan capital, no one, from the most 
humble laborer to politicians and high ranking officers, 
lives on his wages alone. Well-guarded secrets. 


The “‘luncheonette” was his first attempt to supplement 
his paycheck, to meet the high cost of living. Eight 
months later, the business failed and he had to lease it to 
a Cape Verdean with a shrewder business sense. Then he 
thought about selling home-made cakes, but the cost of 
wheat flour on the unofficial ruled out that idea imme- 
diately. Today, Mario Simoes, a retired employee of the 
Lobito Railways, the father of three, is one of the many 
Angolans who glimpse a future—without a future. He 
must choose between maintaining his upright behavior 
and starving to death or resorting to the same thing as 
millions of other Angolans: the “scheme.” 


It is by “scheming” that the Angolans survive. A low- 
level employee of the JORNAL DE ANGOLA diverts 
rolls of newsprint to sell to the street vendors. At 
Cimangol [Angolan Cement Company], a worker 
“appropriates” part of the production and puts it on the 
market. An employee of Induve does the same with 
cartons of soap. The officers of the Transit and Traffic 
services extort small bribes from violators. 


At higher levels, influence peddling affords an opportu- 
nity for many directors to acquire state property cheaply, 
in a circle of corruption that has already “infected” most 
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of the Angolan Government. In some cases, the immo- 
rality is even found in the Armed Forces. Equipment 
formerly belonging to the Army (such as generators, 
cranes, and trucks), which was diverted by many high 
ranking-officers, is once again at the service of the 
government troops, following the exchange of huge 
sums, which are the foundation for the creation and 
development of a strong military bourgeoisie. 


Given this scenario, Mario Simoes occasionally thinks 
wistfully back to the modest but respectable life that he 
ied in the colonial period. With a family income limited 
to 20,000 escudos, he does not know how to deal with the 
hyperinflation that affects the market more every day. 


But his tragedy 1s not an isolated case. It affects millions 
of Angolans, whose future is uncertain in a sick society in 
which, to survive, everyone has already assumed “crime 
and “immorality™ as a right, be it through black marke- 
teering, influence peddling, or violence. 


Hence it is not surprising that armed theft of all types of 
vehicles, which are then literally stripped down and sold 
on the retail market, is the new form of subsistence for a 
dangerous group that is threatening to become the deto- 
nator for unpredictable social upheaval in the capital. 


Wage Cuts 


Few people can make a living in Luanda today. It is 
certain that no one is living on his salary alone, from 
politicians to high-ranking officers. For some people, 
there is a fortune to be made in water. For others, water 
is the beginning of their downfall. 


Mario Simoes has to pay out !,500 escudos a week to the 
owner of a water truck, a bank official, for delivery of 
1,000 liters of water. To get the money, he is selling cases 
of beer on the unofficial market, purchased by his son in 
the stores of the petroleum companies at a lower rate of 
exchange than the official rate. ““Without the kid’s beer 
cases, I don’t know how we could get along here at 
home,” said the elderly Simoes. For the banker, on the 
other hand, life is wonderful. With his water truck, he is 
selling water to most of the residents of the Sao Paulo 
neighborhood and taking in 2 million kwanzas—the 
equivalent of 9,000 escudos—a week, twice as much as 
the salary of a minister. [all figures as published] 


Now there are other expedients for bankers: with the 
laying up of the kwanza in the treasury, access to large 
sums of money has also become a business for the banks. 
“To raise 100 million kwanzas (equal to 450,000 escu- 
dos), | had to grease the palms of an official of the 
Savings and Credit Bank with 10 million kwanzas,” 
lamented Mauricio Viegas, a Caxito merchant. 


Everyone Has His ‘Scheme’ 


Ata higher level, the opening of credit by certain officials 
is contingent on the payment of fabulous commissions 
abroad or a “cachet,” which the national or foreign firms 
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must pay to carry out the transaction. This is how part of 
the elite of the banking officials “survive” in Angola. 


And how do the other citizens survive, the ones who do 
not have the privilege of handling such huge sums of 
money? 


Bernardo Jeronio, a comrade of Mario Simoes, decided 
to leave the company where he was working, at a wage of 
5,000 escudos, to become a baker. “I ain going to buy an 
oven for 6 million kwanzas (30,000 escudos) and make a 
lot of bread at home, to sell in my neighborhood. With 
people so hungry, I will have a guaranteed profit of 20 
million kwanzas (90,000 escudos). 


To raise the money, Jeronimo had to “sacrifice” his son, 
who has left school to sell costume jewelry in the “Roque 
Santeiro” market. Jeronimo’s wife, who was a cleaning 
woman at the Finance Ministry, is now a member of the 
“army” of so-called “quinguilas,”” intermediaries who 
buy and sell foreign exchange on the street. Jeronimo’s 
younger brother, an employee of one of the tobacco 
factories, supports his household by selling cigarettes on 
the retail market. Every day, dozens of women and 
children gather around the FTU, the principal tobacco- 
nist in the country, to purchase great numbers of packs of 
AC or “Juca”’ cigarettes to sell on the “informal” market. 


Run of Bad Luck 


As for Mario Simoes, bad luck is always knocking at his 
door. The last time he was questioned by an all-powerful 
traffic policeman, he had to borrow 150,000 kwanzas 
(750 escudos) from a friend to “pay off” the agent. 


With most of the police mired in corruption to survive, 
General Commissioner Andre Pitra asks: “How can the 
traffic police act fairly if their police salary is not even 
enough to feed breakfast to the family for a month? 


Since his car was recently stolen, Mario Simoes now has 
to summon up the nerve to lay out 10,000 kwanzas (50 
escudos) a day—which is what it costs for the “run” from 
his home to his job and back in the so-called ‘“‘can- 
dongueiros” [? unofficial taxis]. 


Paradoxically, it is in transportation that most of the 
**nomenklatura’’ make fabulous incomes. Because of the 
automobile shortage, there are very few midlevel offi- 
cials, ambassadors, or directors who Jo not have one or 
more cars or buses on the street [for hire], which bring in 
receipts well above | million kwanzas (4,500 escudos) a 
day. Others lease cars or vans to the United Nations or to 
foreign companies, for which they are paid in foreign 
exchange, earning revenues of up to $5,000 per month. 


“My problem is that, besides not having the money to 
pay for the procedure every day, I don’t know how I can 
bribe the driving school instructor to arrange a place for 
my son,’ Mario Simces said, in desperation. Bribery is 
one of the “schemes” °{ some instructors at the driving 
school, who demand as much as $500 for a month of 
instruction. 
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Competition for Travel 


At the government level, those who do not have a source 
of income in the market are vying with each other in an 
obsequious quest for assignment by their chiefs to travel 
abroad on service and thus earn some dollars, which are 
later sold on the unofficial market. 


“It is a real battle for trips, almost always without any 
justification whatever,’ said Leonel Pimenta, an 
employee of the emigration services. In this sector, shady 
expedients are also cooked up to sustain the livelihoods 
of employees of the DEFA [Directorate of Emigration 
and Border Posts of Angola]. The situation reached the 
proportions of a real scandal, to the point that Interior 
Minister Santana Petra (“Petroff’) was obliged to dis- 
miss Director Francisco Neto, for alleged involvement in 
corruption related to the illegal entry of foreign 
nationals. 


Incidentally, employees of this agency, linked to the 
security of the state, have long been accused of enjoyir2 
a living standard beyond their meager wages, achieved 
by trafficking in passports, entry and exit visas, and 
resident alien cards. 


The cavalcade of immorality now extends to the TAAG 
[Angolan Airlines], where very few employees, from the 
simple counter attendants to the captains of the planes, 
can resist collecting $100 per passenger on domestic 
flights to and from the Lunda diamond mining zones. 


Because the virus has already infected almost all the 
institutions, some Finance Ministry officials will seek 
out the money that will enable them to survive by 
drawing up charters of companies, while others will 
demand a commission on profits amounting to 30 per- 
cent of taxes, which are not even collected. 


Poverty and the New Rich 


The growing difficulties confronting Mario Simoes are 
approaching tragedy even greater than the lack of funds 
to pay his wife’s fare to Portugal for a medical consulta- 
tion. A few days ago, Simoes found out that his niece was 
a prostitute. “I was so destitute that the only way out was 
to sell my body to some cooperants, to earn some money 
for my daughter and me.”’ she lamented. 


The “luck” of this 18-year-old girl is very different from 
that of Deolinde Andrea, a young high-school student 
whose father, now a dealer in diamonds, travels two or 
three times a month to Lisbon, where he deposits more 
than $50,000 a month. He is part of the new legion of 
diamond prospectors who have taken the diamond 
mines of Lunda-Norte by storm. 


Deolinde, a product of Angola’s new rich, even envies 
some of her school friends for their conspicuous con- 
sumption, which ts fairly general among the children of 
some directors. 


An anguished Mario Simoes had to ask for a loan from 
his cousin Hernanin Simoes, a former employee of the 
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geographic and mapping services. Now a prosperous 
vendor of kegs of beer, Hernanin had no difficulty 
lending Mario 17 million kwanzas (77,000 escudos). For 
each keg of beer or beverage, in less than 48 hours 
Hernanin takes in 20 million kwanzas, enough to lead a 
life free of sudden shocks. 


Necessary ‘Evil’ 


In a sick and destroyed country, some physicians, attor- 
neys, and engineers, whose fees for consultation and 
advice are paid in foreign exchange, earn the highest 
incomes in Angola. However, they represent only 5 
percent of the total number of technicians in these fields. 
To survive, most physicians fight to move up to emer- 
gency room duty, where they can ask for fees in addition 
to their salary. 


A young civil engineer who worked for Bricomel (Mili- 
tary Construction Brigade) gave up a 3 million-kwanza 
salary (15,000 escudos), an apartment, and an official 
car, to go to work for a Portuguese firm at a salary of 
75,000 escudos plus 20 million kwanzas (100,000 escu- 
dos). “I would rather live in the back of my mother’s 
house and earn a salary that gives me some chance of 
having a life with a minimum of security,” Euleterio 
Gomes explained. 


To make a decent living, the best legal counsellors in the 
country have abandoned the Justice Ministry and have 
become advisers to foreign embassies and companies. 
Teachers at various levels are also forced to find other 
means of survival, some of them at the cost of their 
professional ethics. During the examination period, in 
exchange for favorable treatment, some secondary 
school teachers collect some dollars from students whose 
parents are wealthier. With this scheme, they earn a 
“second income,” which often even enables them to take 
vacation tnps abroad. 


“Can it be expected that some of my colleagues would 
not have this itch, when they know that most of the 
directors are sending their children abroad to school and 
when the children who are 1n school here are constantly 
bragging about the apartments that their parents main- 
tain in fashionable neighborhoods in Lisbon?” argued 
Juvenal Baptista. Baptista is a colleague of Joao Simoes, 
a teacher who was recently fired and who now despairs of 
making a living, in a country in which bribery, specula- 
tion, and corruption are often linked to the need to fight 
for survival. 


|Box, p B4, by Celestino Amaral] 


‘A Plan To Save Luanda’ 


This week, Rui de Carvalho, the new governor of Luanda 
Province, proposed a “plan of salvation” to the govern- 
ment and the presidency of the Republic of Angola. Its 
strategy consists in immediately bringing down the high 
mortality rate in the province by solving the most 
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pressing social problems of the population. The bill, 
which has not yet been approved, calls for an investment 
of more than $150 million. 


The result of an in-depth study, the program is aimed to 
“save the city,”’ to free it from the “imminent danger” 
that threatens it, and to prevent its “total ruin.” It 
includes a series of proposals of an organizational and 
institutional nature, aimed to restore the legality and the 
jurisdictional authority of the province and to prevent 
the total deterioration of the city’s infrastructures. 


Measures for immediate action include intervention in 
the areas of water, sanitation and health, urban planning 
and management, transport and traffic, economic activ- 
ities, housing, and cemeteries. 


In the water category, to which the major portion of the 
budget (about $90 million) will be allocated, it is planned 
to put the water supply and distribution systems in 
working order, reorganize the water company, set idled 
undertakings in motion, install public drinking foun- 
tains, and restore the fire hydrants. 


Battle Against Cholera 


Regarding sanitation and health, on which it is planned 
to spend $32 million, the plan defines as objectives, in 
addition to a program to combat cholera, promotion of a 
permanent campaign to keep Luanda, Cacuaco, and 
Viana cities clean, the recovery of functioning sewer 
systems, and erosion control in the most critical zones. 


Concerning health, the government of Luanda proposes, 
among other organizational measures, to set in operation 
a system of permanently functioning emergency services 
and four new medical posts, three of which have been 
completed but are not yet functioning. 


The plan proposed by Rio de Carvalho recommends 
intervention in the economic area through the “gradual” 
organization of the informal market, integrating it in the 
existing markets and four other markets to be con- 
structed. The administrative organ of Luanda Province 
also advocates the creation of a court of accounts and a 
supreme administrative court for judicial oversight of 
public administration, economic and prison administra- 
tion, and the administration of schools, ports and air- 
ports; the revision of the penalties applied for violations 
of the Highway Code; and the creation of a court for the 
prosecution of administrative transgressions. 


Liquidate $1.3 Million in Debts 


The plan calls for the payment of about $1.3 million 
owed to 25 companies, including some Portuguese com- 
panies. [It will require] the approval of a decree delim- 
iting the jurisdictional authority of the central govern- 
ment and the government of Luanda Province, a law of 
local finances, and a revision of the forms of application 
of the Law of Foreign Investments to make the plan 
workable. That is, according to the document itself, if 
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there are no “bureaucratic, administrative, or other 
obstacles to what must be done.” 


Lesotho 


RSA Foreign Minister Visits for Talks With 
Ministers 


MB3108103993 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1001 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Maseru Aug 31 SAPA—South African Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Pik Botha arrived in Lesotho on Tuesday 
for talks with Prime Minister Dr Ntsu Mokhehle and 
Foreign Affairs Minister Molapo Qhobela, SABC [South 
African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news reported. 


Mr Botha, during his first visit to the mountain kingdom 
since Dr Mokhehle came to power after recent elections, 
will also pay a courtesy call on King Letsie III. 


He is due to return to South Africa later on Tuesday. 


Country Not ‘Springboard’ To Hit RSA 
MB3108165693 Johannesburg SAPA in English 1619 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Maseru Aug 31 SAPA—Lesotho has assured 
South Africa that it will not allow its territory to be used 
as a springboard for attacks against its neighbours. SABC 
[South African Broadcasting Corporation] radio news 
reports that at a news conference in Maseru, Foreign 
Affairs Minister Pik Botha said his Lesotho counterpart, 
Mr. Molapo Qhobela, had given this assurance during 
their talks. Mr. Qhobela said Lesotho’s King Letsie 
wanted all parties and organisations to put their differ- 
ences aside and for the negotiation process to succeed. 


Mozambique 


State To Appoint 3 Renamo Advisers to Provincial 
Governors 


MBO0109072593 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0700 GMT 1 Sep 93 


[Text] The government will appoint three Mozambique 
National Resistance [Renamo] advisers to each provin- 
cial governor to deal with issues relating to integration of 
areas controlled by Afonso Dhlakama’s organization 
into the state’s general administration. This was revealed 
by President of the Republic Joaquim Chissano in 
Maputo at dawn today following his meeting with the 
Renamo leader. The government will also appoint 
Renamo officials to administer areas under its control. 
Chissano has reported that the government will request 
the United Nations to send a contingent to Mozambique 
to supervise the country’s peace process. The United 
Nations will also be requested to continue training and 
restructuring the police particularly the Rapid Interven- 
tion Police, and to supply appropriate equipment for its 
tasks. Concerning the news media, the president of the 
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Republic has said a solution has not been found and the 
issue has been postponed. At the end of the meeting 
Dhlakama once more expressed his wish to see a greater 
impartiality and efficiency displayed by the news media. 


Dhiakama Says Government Should Not Control 
Media 


MB0109084093 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT | Sep 93 


[Excerpt] [passage omitted] Afonso Dhlakama, leader of 
the Mozambique National Resistance [Renaino], said in 
Maputo his organization does not want the state to 
control the media. He defended the journalists’ indepen- 
dence and said they should not be dismissed or detained 
for the articles they issue. He said his forces would be 
sent to assembly points only after verifying that mea- 
sures decided in the meeting with President Joaquim 
Chissano are implemented and are in operation. He said 
at the end of his meeting with President Joaquim Chis- 
sano, quote, if the measures are in fact running then we 
shall see whether we can begin the confinement process, 
unquote. 


Chissano Meets Cabinet To Discuss Dhlakama 
Proposals 

MB3108185593 Maputo Radio Maputo in English 1800 
GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Mozambican President Joaquim Chissano met 
this morning with his cabinet to discuss proposals pre- 
sented by Renamo [Mozambique National Resistance] 
leader Afonso Dhlakama [words indistinct] mechanisms 
to guarantee the impartiality of the provincial governors, 
the police force, and the mass media, and their relation- 
ship with Renamo. 


Yesterday, President Chissano and Mr. Dhlakama met 
alone to discuss issues raised over the weekend, when the 
11 provincial governors and Renamo’s provincial dele- 
gates had joined talks between the two. At the end of 
Monday’s session of talks, President Chissano told 
reporters that Renamo wants guarantees that state 
administration will be impartial, that police will not act 
{word indistinct] against Renamo members. Renamo 
also wants impartial coverage from the media. Once the 
guarantees are assured, then Renamo will allow the areas 
it currently controls to be reintegrated into [words indis- 
tinct] state, so that a single administration can be estab- 
lished throughout the country. 
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Zimbabwe 


Government Denies Farmers Leaving Due to Land 
Act 


MB3108140993 Johannesbure Channel Africa Radio in 
English 1100 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[From the “Channel Africa’ report] 


[Text] The Zimbabwean Government has denied that 
farmers are leaving the country in anticipation of the 
Land Acquisition Act being implemented later this year. 
Zimbabwean Transport Minister Denis Norman says 
that although farmers have shown their disapproval over 
the act, they have not indicated that they will leave the 
country. 


[Begin Norman recording] Nobody 1s leaving unless he’s 
asked to leave, and there (?we got farmers to leave). 
We've been through this exercise quite a few times in 
1980 onwards, and it’s very difficult for a farmer to 
make the decision I'm off. [sentence as heard] He has 
two problems: Where's he off to, and secondly how 1s he 
going to take it with him after ("he has decided to leave)? 
He can’t. And | was questioning some farmers, I'm 
pretty close to the members there. Nobody will actually 
leave the land voluntarily, | can tell you that. There’s 
going to be no premise as such. There's going to be a lot 
of grumbling and mumbling, but you point at a farmers’ 
organization which doesn't grumble and mumble to me. 
They will do; (?maybe it’s his way), and it 15 particularly 
worrying for the youngsters, and their tuture lies in 
carrying on and doing their job and keeping their heads 
up. [end recording] 


Parliament Speaker Defiant Over Land Reforms, 
Investment 


MB3108202193 Gaborone Radio Botswana Network in 
English 1910 GMT 31 Auge 93 


[Text] The speaker of the Zimbabwean Parhament, Mr. 
Nolan Makombe, says his government will not be held to 
ransom by foreign investors or by its controversial land 
reforms. Addressing a meeting of rural councilors in the 
south eastern town of Masvingo, Mr. Makombe said 
Zimbabwe was for Zimbabweans and foreigners had no 
place as far as the land is concerned. He said it was 
totally unfair for any individual who would wanted to 
invest in Zimbabwe to hold the government to ransom 
and force it to change its policy to meet their needs. 


In the past month the Zimbabwean Government has 
clashed bitterly with the country’s 4,500 white farmers, 
who own most of the fertile land, over state plans to 
forcibly buy their land to resettle landless blacks. The 
government has threatened to throw out of the country 
those who are opposed to the reforms and the redistri- 
bution of land in favor of blacks, who outnumber whites 
hy ten to one 
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Liberia 


NPFL Denies Troop Movement, To Attend 
Inaugural Ceremony 


AB0109135993 London BBC World Service in English 
1709 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] In Liberia yesterday [30 August], the West African 
intervention force, ECOMOG [Economic Community of 
West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], said 
that a large group of heavily armed rebels said to number 
in the hundreds was massing near the capital Monrovia. 
It was impossible to get any independent confirmation of 
the report but ECOMOG as well as the Armed Forces of 
Liberia said they were afraid that the massing of the 
troops was a prelude to an attack on Monrovia by rebel 
forces of Charles Taylor's NPFL [Nationa! Patriotic 
Forces of Liberia], and as yet, the NPFL have not taken 
up their seat on the Interim Council set up by the 
Cotonou peace accord. On the line to Gbarnga, Robin 
White spoke to Joe Mulbah, information secretary of the 
NPFL and asked him how he reacted to the claims: 


[Begin recording] [Mulbah] Well Robin, we hereby cat- 
egorically dismiss ECOMOG’s allegation ‘hat we are 
marching troops to Monrovia. It is indeed a propaganda 
ploy designed to picture us ugly in the wake of the 
Cotonou peace accord. 


[White] But are you massing troops? 


{Mulbah] We are not massirg troops. Since the 25 July 
Cotonou agreement [was] signed, none of our troops ever 
fired a shot and we have remained in our positions, and 
we are committed to the peace accord and we [will] do 
nothing to impede the progress achieved so far. 


[White] Have you moved your troops anywhere? 


{Mulbah] No. Our troops remained in the same positions 
since the cease-fire. 


[White] So, you are saying you have done nothing 
whatsoever to make anybody in Monrovia nervous? 


{Mulbah] Exactly. 


[White] Now, one of the reasons that people in Monrovia 
seem to be nervous is it that you have not sent your 
participants to sit on the transitional council. Now, when 
are you going to do this? 


{[Mulbah}] Well we are all set. In fact our people are 
preparing. We have a high-powered delegation. We have 
prepared several buses that will be moving on to Mon- 
rovia this weekend. We have the vice chair, Mrs. D. 
Musuleng-Cooper, along with our 13 representatives. 
They are all set and they will be moving to Monrovia at 
the invitation of President Soglo this Friday [3 Sep- 
tember] to be inaugurated as per the Cotonou Accord. 


[White] So this Friday you will be there? 
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{Mulbah] Yes. We are going to be there in full swing and 
ready to be inaugurated so as to allow the government to 
operate as per the agreement. 


[White] So, peace is on stream you are saying? 


{Mulbah] Of course. Peace is on course and we are going 
to do nothing to impede it. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


Decree Issued on Interim Government Head, 
Ministers 


AB3108170093 Dakar PANA in English 1618 GMT 
31 Aug 93 


[Text] Abuja, 31 Aug (NAN/PANA)—The Nigerian 
Government has released Decree 61, otherwise known as 
the Interim Government (Basic Constitutional Provi- 
sions) Decree of 1993 which gives legal muscle to the 
interim national government. 


According to the decree, which was contained in an 
official gazette of the government, released Tuesday [31 
August] in Abuja, the head of the interim government, 
shall be the head of state, the chief executive of the 
federation and the commander-in-chief of the armed 
forces. The decree also empowers the head of the interim 
government to hold office, until the end of the transition 
period. In the event that he dies before subscribing to the 
oath of office, or if he resigns, the most senior minister 
will be sworn in as the head. 


The decree dwells further on the appointment from the 
national assembly and the state legislatures into the 
federal cabinet. It states that any member of these 
bodies, appointed as a minister, will be deemed to have 
resigned his membership on his taking the oath of office 
as minister. According to the decree, no person will be 
appointed as a minister, unless he is qualified for elec- 
tion as a member of the House of Representatives. 


Further on Decree 


AB3108185093 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1800 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Excerpts] A decree formally establishing the interim 
national government has been promulgated. Known as 
Interim Government Basic Constitutional Provision 
Decree 61 of 1993, it spells out the powers of the interim 
government. [passage omitted] 


The decree requires that the head of interim government 
shall declare his assets before assuming office. It also 
provides for the office of ministers as may be established 
by the chairman and head of the interim government. 


Where a member of the National Assembly or a state 
house of assembly is appointed minister, he shall be 
deemed to have resigned his membership on his taking 
the oath of office. Another provision of the decree 
stipulates that any person who is appointed as a minister 
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must qualify to be a member of the House of Represen- 
tatives. The decree (?became effective from) the 23d of 
this month. 


Shonekan: Interim Government To End Transition 
Program 

AB3108224293 Lagos NTA Television Network in 
English 2000 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] A timetable for the conduct of presidential elec- 
tions is to be outlined next week. Head of the interim 
national government Chief Ernest Shonekan disclosed 
this in a nationwide radio and television broadcast this 
evening. Chief Shonekan, who in the broadcast allayed 
the fears of all citizens, also reaffirmed the interim 
government’s resolve to promote national reconciliation. 
State House correspondent Mohamed Kudu Abubakar 
now reports: 


[Begin recording] [Abubakar] While describing the interim 
national government as a child of circumstance whose 
rationale is inherited to move forward as a united and 
individual relation, Chief Ernest Shonekan assured the 
nation that the best is yet to come. He observed that 12 
June has now become part of the nation’s political history 
and advised everyone to let it remain so. Chief Shonekan, 
however, assured that government would put together the 
records of the events in detail for posterity. While restating 
the terminal date of the interim government as 31 March 
1994, Chief Shonekan said due to constraints of time, his 
administration’s priority will be the conclusion of the 
political transition program by overseeing the conduct of 
the presidential election and a smooth handover of power 
to a democratically elected president. 


[Shonekan] The general direction of our policy during 
the interim period will be towards promoting national 
reconciliation and filling the deep wounds inflicted on 
our collective pride by recent political events. We intend 
to sooth frayed nerves and seek to enhance the tone and 
quality of public discourse. We also wish to adopt a 
people-oriented approach in policy formulation in order 
to rekindle hope of a bright future in the generality of our 
people. Our charity will begin at home and our style will 
be simple enough, but our resolve to do the right thing 
for the greater majority of our people will be firm. 


[Abubakar] The head of the interim national govern- 
ment also spoke of the need to put in place a credible 
conflict resolution mechanism to solve what he referred 
to as the fundamental problem of unity of the nation. In 
this regard, Chief Shonekan advised that the nation must 
accept the principle of dialogue backed by a spirit of give 
and take and also said Nigerians ought to widen their 
margin of tolerance in the debate of national issues. 


[Shorekan] Politicians have been assigned a prominent 
role in the Interim National Government and the two 
political parties are well represented in the new cabinet. 
More importantly, the powers of the National Assembly 
to legislate have been restored. Thus, the Interim 
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National Government affords an opportunity for a befit- 
ting rehearsal of the Third Republic in terms of cooper- 
ation among the three key arms of government, that is 
the executive, the legislature, and the judiciary. The ball 
is now in the court of our politicians and I fervently hope 
and pray that they will rise to the occasion and prove the 
doubting Thomases wrong. 


Additionally I call upon the political parties to restore 
harmony and discipline within the various levels of party 
leadership. Without this, they will find it difficult to 
fulfill the requirements and provide the conducive atmo- 
sphere for a free and fair election. 


[Abubakar] Chief Shonekan also assured that the interim 
national government intends to run an open government 
with emphasis on accountability and transparency. 
While assuring that consensus approach to policy 
making on issues of national importance will be main- 
tained, Chief Shonekan also appealed to the traditional 
rulers, political and religious leaders, the private sector, 
labor organizations, academicians, and students to come 
forward and offer ideas on who best the interim govern- 
ment will accomplish the tasks ahead. 


While acknowledging the heavy burden on the economy 
because of the nation’s peacekeeping and peace- 
enforcing operations in Liberia, Chief Shonekan dis- 
closed that he has directed the secretary of defense to 
work out an immediate withdrawal plan of the troops 
before the end of the tenure of the interim government. 


While appealing to the international community for 
understanding, Chief Shonekan also appealed to the 
media for cooperation, while at the same time main- 
taining their objectivity on reporting. The media, he 
said, should seek to promote among Nigerians a sense of 
shared perspective on national and international issues. 
[end recording] 


Workers Heed Government Appea! To Return to 
Duty 

AB3108175593 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 1500 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] Reports from the states indicate that many 
workers today reported for duty following the appeal by 
the interim government to do so in the interest of the 
nation. In Lagos, a fair turnout of workers was noticed in 
most of the offices. Radio Nigeria Network News corre- 
spondents who went round government establishments 
today said that many workers could not report because 
of the few number of commercial vehicles on the road as 
a result of fuel scarcity. 


In Minna, the Niger State capital, workers were seen in 
large numbers in their offices as early as half past seven 
in the morning. Yesterday, the interim government saic 
the industrial action was based on wrong information 
and appealed to workers to report today. The govern- 
ment described the action as unfair to it and the nation 
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and urged workers to avoid actions that could further 
undermine the ailing economy. 


The secretary for information and culture, Comrade 
Chukwumerije, said in the government statement that 
the NNPC [Nigeria National Petroleum Company] had 
not increased the price of petroleum. What the corpora- 
tion has done is to introduce a new product to discourage 
a higher price. [passage indistinct] 


Lagos Port Workers Obey Union Strike Call 


AB3108172093 Dakar PANA in English 1607 GMT 
31] Aug 93 


[Text] Lagos, 31 Aug (NAN/PANA)—The three major 
Nigerian sea ports in Lagos—Apapa quays, Tin-Can and 
Roro—on Tuesday [31 August], wore the look of a ghost 
town as port workers who returned from Monday’s [30 
August] public holiday, were instructed by their union 
officials to go back home. 


The NEWS AGENCY OF NIGERIA (NAN) reports that 
the order was issued in compliance with the industrial 
action called by the national [Nigerian] Labour Congress 
(NLC) to support its demand for a handover of govern- 
ment to the Senate president. 


According to one of the workers who spoke to NAN, 
those of them who had reported for work as early as 7.30 
A.M. local time (6:30 GMT) were chased out of their 
offices and the doors locked by union executives. 
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NAN reports that the main gate at the Apapa quays was 
also locked and people who had genuine business within 
the port complex were only allowed in after scrutiny by 
security officials. 


NAN correspondent, allowed entry to the port after a 
serious interrogation, reports that most of the offices 
were locked while a number of vessels were at berth 
without the usual hustle and bustle of loading and off 
loading. A crew member of one of the vessels, who spoke 
to NAN, expressed disgust at the state of affairs, saying 
that the ship ought to have set sail since 27 August. 
Officials of the dock workers union of Nigeria declined 
to comment on the situation. 


poe on Release of Journalists, Repeal of Press 
ws 


AB3108112493 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network in 
English 0600 GMT 31 Aug 93 


[Text] The Nigeria Union of Journalists has called on the 
interim government to consider urgently the abrogation 
of all decrees which tend to undermine press freedom. It 
welcomes the release of all journalists and some human 
rights activists from detention. 


In a statement yesterday in Abuja, the national president 
of the union, Mallam Sani Zorro, described the move as 
step in the right direction. He, however, advised the 
government to ensure that the charges against the men 
were also dropped. 


Mallam Zorro appealed to the government to extend the 
gesture to all media establishments closed down in the 
wake of the political problem. 
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